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care every thing reſpecting priſoners of war 
is immediately committed, had been. ex- 
tremely attentive to their duty, and had 


employed every means in their power to 


check the progreſs of the contagion, though 
hitherto without effect. Towards the end 


of May, they, by the advice of the late Dr. 
Fothergill, applied to mie, requeſting in the 
maſt urgent manner that I would accom- 
pany one of the commiſſioners to Win- 
cheſter, to undertake the cure of n diſ- 
eaſe whoſe violence and fatal effects were 
encreaſing every day; and thoſe gentlemen 


will, I have no doubt, do me the juſtice 


to. fay, that however hazardous the un- 
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| the contagion almoſt compleatly deſtroyed; 
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| thoſe whs temaitied in the hoſpital; for 
moſt part; in s ſtate of cotivaleſcence a. 
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tering to. me ban honorable to. him... This, 
gentleman (the ſon, of Dr. Morts;_phyfi-., 
cian to the army in America, and Rinaſelf a 
phyGician, to the army) having wimeſled. 
the deſtructive ravages of a, co! 
chat broke out on board the Heſſian tranſ- 
ports at the Iſle of Wight, and which af- 
terwards ſpread amongſt the troops ftation- 
ed in that quarter, was defirous to be in- 
formed of the methods I purſued, in the 
treatment of the Wincheſter fever, and in 
deſtroying the peſtilential contagion which 
_ occaſioned it. In compliance then with 
: his wiſhes I began to make ſome abſtracts 
from my notes on this ſubject, but I ſoon 
perceived that the account would be much 
more compleat and fatisfaftory, and that 
it would-be attended with very little more 
trouble to myſelf, if I executed my ori- 
ginal plan. And although the doing it in 
this hurried manner, upon the ſpur, I may 
ay, of the occaſion, might cauſe ſome lit- 
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IN every fituation, where a number of 
people are crowded together, whether in 
| ſhips, hoſpitals, or priſons, unleſs the 
ſtricteſt attention be paid to cleanlineſs, 
and to a free ventilation or circulation of 
air, 3 fever ſooner or later breaks out 
amongſt them, of a very contagious 
nature, and attended with very fatal ef- 
| fets; and which claims, in a particy- 
lar manner, the public attention, not only 
on account of the mortality it o- 
| flons, but becauſe this mortality fo fre- 
quently occurs in our fleets and armies, | 
| amongſt men who are gallantly expoſing. 
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country, and at the very moment per- 
haps when their ſervices and exertions 
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Felt aving, ſuffered © two vere, attacks 


er he fever myſelf, an Experience which, 


no one would willingly repeat. 
Sydenham (juſtly conſidered as one of 

the firſt authorities 1 in Phxſic) has remark- 

ed of epidemical | 

in general more violent 

PEArAnce: and become 


| rinuance. This obſervation an 
- true, & in certain. epidemics, but was by no. 
means ſo in the preſent, inſtance, where. 
not only. the number of the fick, but the 
number alſo of thoſe WhO periſhed by the 
diſtemper, ©: encrealed « every day from its firſt 
e oy . Ea at Wincheſter. 
Hut although, th equency of the diſeaſe 
and the mortality cauled by it, were nog 
abated, 1 Ne. fre bar from the 
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Oger pin of the Peper,” 


| "Pix disk In general aracked den- 
iy, and the ſtomach was always the part 
firſt affected; a yery difagrecable feeling 


and finking at the præcordia, or at What 


is called the pit of the ſtomach ; a degree 
of nauſea and giddineſs were the firſt 
ſymptoms, which were ſaon accompanied 
with 2 pain immediately above the eyes 

and at the temples, or a dull pain at 4 
back part of the head. The ſick complained 
n the beglapins of eolincls nd . 
lineſs, ſeldom of thirſt, always of great 


weakneſs and debility, had a tremor upon 


chem, fighed frequently, and when aſked 
any queſtions about their complaints, uni- 


| verſally put their hand io the region of the 
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ftomach, expreſſing in the firongeſt mags. 
ner, that there was the chief feat of thejg 

uneaſineſs and ſufferings ; their counte- 
nance was commonly pale and 
and their eyes looked dull and heavy, 
though the tunica albuginea of the eye 
was of 2 clear white their tongue was 
moiſt, and covered with a cream coloured 
flough or mucus: they were in general 
_ coftive, with the abdomen tenſe and hard z 
the pulſe was for the moſt part ſmall and. 
flattering, in ſome few inſtances it was but 
little altered from a natural ſtate, although 
the danger was not leſs on that ac- 
| count. The fick ſeemed always drowly, 
and commonly remained in a ftate of do- 
zing or flumbering during the whole courſe 
of the diſeaſe; but when ſpoke to they | 
awoke readily, and- when quite awake 
gave diſtin® anſwers to any queſtions put 
to them. Few were permanently delirious - 
gr comatoſe, unleſs for ſome ſhort time be- 
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informed me, that upon the firſt appear- 


Wee el the diſtemper, or ſaon, after the. 
aprixal of the Spaniards, he had, in ſome, 


. inſtances, obſerved, ſwelling of "the 
3.843 > _ ghnds and getechial or. purple. 
certainly, during = 


on the ſkin; but ce 
whole. of my ſtay ak Wipcheſtgr,, nei. 


n 


* 


8 ; 9 a; ſors. throat, or of 
Pain, and uncaboch, in, frallowings ſome. 


wee Ae in keen 


An. gchet pneumonic ſymptoms s one. man, 
lad an ahſotſs in the liver; but in che. 
Slfater number of thoſe. who. died, ex-. 
Sar the. ypeaſy.ſenſrion 4: the region. 
of the, ſtorgach, there was no appearance of 


local inflammation orof local diſcaſe: fo de- 


ceitful 


forme by the Spaniſh: 1 
. Were ſenſible to the very. 


fr: diſcolourations of the ſkin, miligry, 
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veral, who oe — — 
eduntenance) had but à flight appearance 
'6f indifpolition; died in twenty-four or in- 
deed in twelve hours after their reception 
into the hofpital. The blbod taken away 
an this fever was (as was ® told) of a lo 

texture and cohefion, though the ſmell f 
tlie fick or of their evacuations had fiothing 
in thern remarkably offenſive or putrid. 
From obſerving this cirturiſtance, and thut 
'occurred, that the ſick, in general, retainel 
their ſenſes; were able to raiſe themſehves 
in bed, and to affiſt themſelves with whit 
they wantedz I eduld not at firſt” how 
myſelf 10-think that the diſsaſe was of f 
malignant a nature, or that the danger was 
d great as hd beem repreſented to me; 
| "but I was ſoon convinced of my error b, 

ſeeing the numbers that periſhed daily with a 
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nated by the tate of the pulſe; or from the 


ordinary fymptoms of the -Uifeafe ; but 
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.of the truth of this fact thaũ the 4 
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n 


known was, that a perfon ſeized with-this 
Lever run the greateſt riſk of his life be the 


Fmptoms cvet {6 favourable: even thoſe 
-who eſeaped from the mofe immediate 
danger of the diſeaſe, recovered in general 
very lowly; were a long time weak and 
+ to returns of fever; ot they fell 


Sato chronic. difotders: which in dhe Ed 


proved no leſs fatal. Thoſe'who ſuffered 


3 relapſe commonly died; there-was ſcarce- 
ty; 1 believe, an inſtance of a perſon be- 
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 derable part of the morning, in the 
office, (a room within the priſon) attend 
ing an examination of the nurſes of the 
boſpital, reſpecting a complaint made by: 
the lick againſt the ſurgeon ; as likewiſe an 
examination of ſome of the priſoners who, 
having attempted to eſcape, had been con- 
fined for ſome days in the caſhot or black 
hole. Whilſt in the houſe I felt no in- 


Acnience, but * — igto the 


a exticthdly Rday, 
with x cenfidbrible degree sf hauſea dr 
Beknefs, which however foon- weft of. 


Dark H a Be Of WARE ndl hel in iy 
Wall W45; only chat Trike rather more 


-uncommon feeling at the pit of my ſtomach, 


and wWhick it Apen le üs Akeribe ; it ä 
Was a kind of ſudden finking or faintneſs, 


Wk Which fermetl, £6 tißbꝰ to 
Ae wwe Aütet ef ce Heart, Set K welk 
fobir of; and! I it to clic 

W I Bad . 
Fard"nt Tupper, dank à SHA of 
Wat print affe went te Bec fernlig 


7 — 4 — 


"af 5 baping egit tic ke 
4. cer uit mne er mie gt 
were fro ActÞ with che mp 
ost Of 221.1 FRE SL 13 [53 Br * 
557 Tg gusbtrty did not edecif a pint; oY 
"+ „% 8 8 - the 


1 
+» - 5-44 


We diet 1 bk Wibe Us ctere 6f 


Wine dm Feonftinlyd6; (het diner Iliad 
no return of ſickneſs nor of giddineſs; but 
twice or thrice in the evening T had a very 
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the moſt violent fever: I was not ſenſible 
of any preceding chillineſs or coldneſs, but 
| the ſenſe of heat, and the opprefiion at the 
præcordia, exceeded all deſcription. 
2 The uneafineſs and oppreſon cauſed a 
conſtant involuntary fighing, whilſt the 
ſenſation of heat gave rhe the idea of 
liquid fire ſpreading from ray ſtomach 
» acroſs my breaſt, along the courſe bf the . 
pectoral muſcles, and down the infides 

of my arms to the extremities of my 
fingers. The heat however was not uni- 
formly the fame, but ſeemed to come 
in flaſhes, as if freſh inſlammable mat- 

ter had occaſionally been thrown on the 
bre. Notwithſtanding thoſe dreadful En- 
| fations, I perceived that my pulſe was 
tegüular, and that the frequency of it was 

by no means in proportion to the degree 
bf heat and oppreffion. In the morning, 

about ſeven o'clock, I took an opening 
medicine, confiſting chiefly of thubarb 

and daf vieriolatum ; after the operation 


0 of 


E 1 
'of which Fdrank ſome tea and attempted fo 
" dreſs myſelf; but, when out of bed; I found 


"myſelf ſo extremely weak that T could 


hardly ſtand, and ſo giddy that I was un- 
able to walk acroſs the room without 
riſk of falling, and my hands trembled 
in ſuch a manner that I could not write. 
My tongue was. moiſt, but compleatly co- 
vered with a cream coloured mucus; I 
alſo felt cold and chilly, and was obliged 
to have a fire made in my room. During 
the day I could eat nothing; .even the 
ſmell of any kind of broth or animal food 
occaſioned fickneſs,, and was particularly 
diſguſting to me. In the afternoon 1 
took, at intervals, nine grains of emetic 
tartar diffolved in water, which operated 
four or five times with conſiderable vio- 
lence; i in the evening I bathed my fert 
in warm water, and at going to bed took 
a bolus, compoſed of James's powder, 
calomel, and theriaca, drinking afterwards 
2 ſmall baſon of -. white wine whey. 


This 
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This hee Me "occationel x no "$ckneb ; 1 
| paſſed, a very good, night, and. in the 
5 finding myſclf free from fever, 
was in e d ſucceeded in ex- 


„ SS«#& £ 


parking Bo: pre Boa 
at was net ſo cafily overcome. When out 
of bed I felt myſelf much weaker than I ex- 
pected; I had not indeed either giddineſs or 
oppreſſion at the præcordia, but my tongue 
was ſtill extremely white, and a very unplea- 
fant ſenſation remained acroſs my hreaft, 
with a ſenſe of numbneſs in the igfide of 
bi oh extending along the courſe of the 
: 1 had no headach, and my appe- 
dae de uſual. After breakfaſt I 
rode out in a chaiſe for an hour of twos 
and, in the courſe of the day, took twice or 
thrice ſons tinQure of bark in water, 
Towards evening I was again chilly. At 
going- to bed. I. repeated the antimonial 
bolus, as on the preceding night, but with- 
C2 out 


1 PE 
out the calomel, the other having given 


me two or three motions. I did. not paſs 


this night fo pleaſantly as the former; for 


though I had no oppreſſion at my ſtomach, 


nor burning heat, I could not ſleep, was ex- 


tremely reſtleſe, and my pulſe was quicker 


than natural. The day following I again rode 


out in the morning, and took the bark in 
ſubſtance three or four times. My appetite 


was. ill. pretty good, but the whiteneſs 
of my tongue and numbneſs of. my arms 
remained as before, with a degree of 


chillinefs always recurring in the evening, 


ing. In this ftate I continued during the 


whole of the week ; that is, from the Mon- 
day night, when I was firſt ſeized, to the 


Sunday following ; when Commiſſioner 
Lulman, of whoſe friendſhip on this occaſion | 
I ſhall always retain the moſt” grateful re- 
membrance, and whoſe humanity can only | 

2 by the attention with which he 


diſcharges every part of his duty, thinking 


that 
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that a change of air might be of advantage 
to me, propoſed that, when the bufineſs of 
the day was over, we ſhould ride to South- 
amipton, and paſs the Sunday there. 1 
readily embraced the propoſal, and accord- 
ingly we went to Southampton to dinner. 
I ſeemed to derive very great benefit from 
the” change of air, and particularly from 
the ſea- air, which at all times is grateful to 
in my arms, which I ſtill perceived,” 1 felt 
myſelf in my uſual health; went to bed carly, 
and without fupping, in full confidence of 
a night ; but in this I was 
fs a fe I v0 Behr 
bed I became reſtleſs and uncaly, and, 
after toffing about for ſame time, a vio- 
lent fever came on without any previous 
coldneſs or chillineſs. My pulſe was much 
quicker than ever I remember to have felt it, 
or indeed that of any adult wha was not 


| in the agonies of death. The heart ſeemed 
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 ſenfation formerly deſcribe 


* op! 


rather to vibrate than to bet; che heat of 


the alſo ve Gt elbe rally that 
body as 1 ;bed, Elan be 


"3 At 


hain g acroſs. my breaſt - and down = 
; but lh had not the oppreſſion. at 


It. 


the Fen a8 1 when'l yas firſt ſeized with. 
the Fiſtemper. | | 1 , 4 neither | headach, 
5 pain. in my back, nor thirſt 10 and, Except=, 


ing the. burning heat, Ins. m breaſt and 


arms, I ſuffered no. particular, uneafingſs 
but what aroſe from, the agitation ,of the 
285 55 the uncammonly rapid circula- 


of the, blood. This paroxyſee, -af- 


aving continued for abput an hour, 


Ron n 11 licht 1 Mm my. toom I could oply 


| 5525 the time) termipafed in. 25 profuſe 


Ft during which, i the heat of the. body 
and akeknes of the Pulle © ſubſiding, 1 1 El 


5 ; and, in th morning when 1 awoke, 


found myſelf ſo very ; well, that I could bard- 
Wee the Os of | what had hay 152 
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| racked with the ID 
however to try, What change R would 


in] 
foro during, my, jllgeſs, it was a kind of 
eriſis, by which the diforder would be 
completely .cemoyed ; but in this belief ] 


ag: ſoon. pndegeined, for. the pumhacſs 


continuing in hx arms, and a degree of 
chillings, 1 rey night, with dif- 


turbed and unxeſteſhing fleep, nN ned me 
that thęge were fill me remains of fever 


hanging abqut mg; My indiſpoſition how- 


ever Was not ſo eat as to prevent m 
going on, in the 5 of the TY 
in Which I Was, engaged ; neither was I 


1 ar EK, ; any freſh 2 


f ſuffer ggrayation af ſymptoms, 
gatil. the da 8 J left Wincheſter ; 


3 5 remainigg nger than uſual in 
the, Boch wal ni Jr thropgh every 


m——_ camined, I believe, every patient 


in it, I pergeived, an coming out ſome of 
the fame lypptorms as when 1 was act at- 


do in removing f 8 Imo e 
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and rode wich Mr. Lulman ſome miles 


tirnped an attack of feyer, exactly fimilay to 


k 24 1 


into the country. We dined at a neigh- 
bouring village; and, after dinner, I felt ſo 
well that I began 6 my feelings 
in the morning had been occaſioned more 
by the recollection of my paſt ſufferings, 
than from any freſh contagion; but the fol- 
lowing night fully proved the reality of my 
firſt appichenſions, as during chat I expe- 


what happened when T was firſt ſeized with | 
the diftemper ; the ſame anxiety; fighing; 
and oppreſſion at che region of the ſtomach z 
the fame feeling of fire xtendi acroſi 
breaſt and down my arms; my ſe 575 
was extremely quick, "though nothing 
like what it had been the n ght I ſiept 
at Southampton. In the morning, finding 
myſelf greatly indiſpoſed, with a return of 
vertigo, tremor, debility, white tongue, 
Joathing of food, &c. I 2 gain had recourſe | 
to the 'emetic tare in io, of which 
took eight grains, at intervals, until it it 
3 ſeverely. 
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It was my intention to have remained 
ſome days longer at Wincheſter, at leaſh 
until 1:had-received letters from town; but 
Mr. Lulman; whoſe friendſhip had a right 
ds dotermine me, urged fo ftrongly the ne- 

ce.ſſity of my returning home - whilſt I. 
in a fituntion to travel, that I yielded wo 
his intreaty, and at cleven o'clock ſet of | 
in a poſt<chaiſe for London, and reached 
ere . 1 bore —— 
e e e loathing every 
binder food, I could take no nouriſhment 
. 4 
Seon after my arrival ut my own houſe 
2s Reſbre; the fever returned again in the 
night, but by no means ſo violent as on the 
pr one: towards morning a per- 
ſpiration broke out, and as 1 found, from 
frequency, I kept it up until I obtained a 


of uch a. Alen 25 J. fre Jas 
gaicrabed. 7 J inan If 77 193 1 r 
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. and then 


began the libendLade of the bark. · 

+} remmaincdschomeves, fen en months, 
very weak : although I had re- 
courſe do ſea hathitgi and took. emetics from 
tne te time, ieh I found. ahſplately ne- 
esſſary for me; hut nothing either took 


dul rernoved the difagreeable, feeling in 
my hreaſt and arms, until, Ahe inter fol 
ling, L applied à bliſter v the iſternum; 


this orca, an eruption f very painful 
eathunecles all bver a hreaſt, and an crupy 
ten ſomew bat: Bilar 40, this aſterp HRA 
came out on the back part of: my head ; 


but, natwithſtanding ;thole, efforts of the 
conſtituti en d e this poiſon, I can 
Wh truth ſapethat I havszeygr fince been 


ſahject -10; complaints and fymptoms, to 
which. I farmarly 2 ſtranger ;. nor vill 
rare mite of It. e 15 267 
gnity 


Perha DS 


L 27. ] 

Perhaps, in the foregoing deſcription I 
may be thought to have been too minute or 
prolix, but my apology is that, for what'T 
know; 1 am the firft phyſician who has fuf- 
fered an attack of the jail-fever, and ved to 


give an account of it. My n 


ever, from this cauſe, were greatly 
by the iden bf the relief I Had afforided to 
others; and they would indeed be matter of 
triumph to me, could I flatter myſelf” that 
the deſcription of them would prove a'fa- 
ture benefit to mankind. | 


At all events 1 have the fatizfaRtion of - 


having endeavoured, to the utmoſt of my 
| power, to arcomplith this object; and there- 
fore may truly affitm — S ſecute fueri 
que lebt fortuna, een omner; fin 
a, e, ade. ; 
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cher Fever, on e e. were peculiar 


C3 $f Ones = Aae - 3 4 N 1 
, - -— 


T_th as 
= 


i Wm 
diſeaſe, it is proper, in the Fa 96 to 
point out thoſe ſymptoms which ſeemed 
peculiar to this fever, or which en 
N other ſimilar diſtem 9%.) 
A very difagreeable feel 
ing, at the Percordi, or 0 
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f "It; 4s \ well known, that 25 


generally more or les affected, i in all con- 


tagious fevers accompanied with erup- 


tions ; ſuch as, the ſmall-pox, meaſles, nc 
ſcarlet fever; although, in the ſecond, the 
bowels are perhaps oftener affected than 
the ſtomach, and, in the third, ſometimes 


the ſtomach, ſometimes the bowels, and 


frequently both. Pain and oppreffion at 


the region of the ſtomach is alſo not 
7 an 
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an uncommon ſymptom in the hoſpital | 
or jail fever ; but I do not remember to 
| have ſeen this ſymptom ſo conſtantly pre- 
ſent and permanent, through the whole 
courſe of the -Gieaſe, as in ty pos 
inſtance. _ 
Few were 8 a r 
cc comatous, E far Gene Oar ng 09; 
« fore their death, Mt... 


the bead 18 the part principally affected ; 
and the ſick are commonly delirious, if not 
from the beginning, at leaſt in the courſe 
of the diſeaſe. Convulſions likewiſe, in 
conſequence of this, frequently occur ; and 
the fever uſually terminates in this way. 

From diſſections alſo it appears that the 
brain ſuffers in 2 particular manner, and 
that. the immediate injury done to this 
organ has probably cauſed the death of 
the patient. But, in the Wincheſter fever, 

though the nervous ſyſtem was immedi- 


ately and very confiderably affcacd, as was 
4 evident 


* 5 5 | Is 30 + 
* : | 8 from the vertigo, tremors, ſudden 
n debility, irregularity of the pulſe, and par- 
"WJ ticular ſpecies of headach ; Jet the uſual or 
3 more obvious functions of the brain ſuf- 
. fered leſs derangement, than in many other 
Jeſs malignant fevers ; and the derangement 
that took place ſeemed to ariſe more from 
the ſtate of the ſtomach, than from any 
primary affection of the head. . 
The fick ſeemed always drowſy, and 
commonly remaĩned in a ſtate of doſing 
or ſlumbering, &c.” 
This ſymptom - accompanies all diſcaſes 
where there is a ſtrong tendency in the 
fyſtem to putridity, and therefore not un- 
frequently occurs in the more advanced 
ſtages of putrid fevers ; but I have never 
met with it ſo early in the diſeaſe, nor wo 
uniformly preſent from the beginning, as in 
the Wincheſter fever. I have often had 
occafion to remark the fame ſymptom in 
the ſecond ftage of the putrid ſore throat, 
and have, in ſome caſes, ſeen it. prove of 
fatal 
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fatal conſequetice ; from the nurſes, or those 
employet about chr fick; miſtakinz this 


doing for natural ffeep, which they though 
it wool! be f proper to/ interrupt by giving 
| Tood'or medicine. 

„Their eyes looked aun and heavy, 
though the tunica albuginea of the eye, 
was of a clear white, &. 

This appearance of the eye I never faw in 
any malignant or contagious fever except the 
preſent; and, previous to my going to Win- 

cheſter, I had concluded, as the reſult of 


my experience, that a furbid appearance, or 
8 51 of the tunica albuginea of the eye, 


was a corfftarit and diftingniſhing fymptom 
of a fever of the contagious kind. It is ſo 
in the ſmall- pox, meaſles, ſcarlet fever, &c. 
and I Had obferved the fame kind of ap- 
pearance If all thoſe jail or hoſpital fevers 
which 1 Had formetly ſeen. I had not 
however been long at Wincheſter, before I 
was convinced of the danger of eſtabliſh- 
ing 8 Scherf obſervations ; and, as I could 
6 not 


al 

F 
the fick, the white of the eye had more of 
the pearly whiteneſs (obſervable in con- 
ſumptive perſons, than the redneſs, or tur- 
bidneſs, uſual in contagious fevers. _ 

«« Their tongue was moiſt, and covered 
"x witircmamralineed flongh or oxcut,. 
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of the tongue cannot 
be faid to be peculiar to this fever, but 
it remained longer than is uſual in ſimi- 
Ur caſes; in general, the tongue foon be- 
comes red, or black, and is almoſt conſtantly 
| etched, when the eee nay: 
conſiderable time. 

In the greater number of ab wth; 

« died, excepting the uneaſy ſenſation at 
the region of the ſtomach, there was no 

< apgrargace of Joca] influnmation, or. of 
« local diſcaſe.” 
| In moſt malignant fevers, where the diſ- 
e 
the 
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dit beads langs, inteſtines, or in ſhort ſome 
viſcus immediately neceffary to life has been 
affected by inflammation. which ſuddenly 
terminating in gangrene, cauſes the death 
of the-patient : but this termination was 
by no means frequent in the diſeaſe in 
queſtion ; for, although it be true, as I 
have alrcady ſtated, that there -were ſome 
examples of inflammation affecting the 
fauces, the lungs, the liver, and alſo the 
inteſtines, yet in the far greater number Of 
thoſe whom the fever deſtroyed, there was 
no reaſon to apprehend that any ſuch cir= - 
cumftance had ha ppencd. or had cauſed 2 
fatal cataſtrophe. 
The prelent contagion, in its ets, 
had much more reſemblance to a ſedative 
| poiſon, acting immediately on the ſtomach, 
and indire&ly on the heart, whoſe motion 
it weakened and finally deſtroyed. 
The jail diſtemper at Wincheſter afforded 
likewiſe a ſtriking example of a highly 
contagious and fatal fever, accompanied by 
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few of thoſe ſymptoms that have been 
looked upon as characteriſtic, or inſepa- 
rable from diſcaſes of the putrid or ma- 


lignant kind : neither petechial, nor any 
other diſcolouration of the ſkin, hemor- 
rhages, raſh, parotids, or bubos, were com 
mon ſymptoins in this fever ; and yet the 

diſcaſe proved almoſt as fatal, and often as 
ſuddenly fo, as the real plague or peſti- 
lence ; which plainly ſhews how little thoſe 
ſymptoms are to be conſidered as the diſ- 
tinguiſhing marks of malignity in fevers, 
the only criterion perhaps of which is the 
ſudden debility, dejection, anxicty, giddi- 
neſs, and tremors, when unpreceded by any 
conſiderable evacuation, either natural or 
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| Cauſes which contributed to the Mortality of 
the Spaniſh Priſoners at Wincheſter. 


To thoſe who are. acquainted with the 
great attention paid by this country to the 
treatment of priſoners of war; who know 
the healthy fituation of Wincheſter, the 
largeneſs and airineſs of the priſon wards, 
with the convenience and advantage of. the 
airing ground, &c. &c. it will poſſibly be 
matter of ſurpriſe, that even a jail diſtemper 
ſhould continue to rage for fo long a time, 
and with ſuch fatal violence, as was the 
caſe in the preſent inſtance. The ſubject 
certainly requires ſome explanation, and it 
may not W, to give it in this 
place. 

The ſeamen of Don Langara's fleet had 
been long. confined on board their ſhips 
before they failed from the ports of Spain; 
from which circumſtance, added to their 
D 2 want 
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want of cleanlineſs, the virulence of the 
contagion had arifen to a very high __ 
before they carne fo Wincheſter. | 
_ 2dl5. They brodght wih them alf their 
clothes and bedding, which were well cal- 
culated to retain the ccintagioh, and proved 
the great ſource or fomes of it. | 
Zadly. They were ſo much afraid of the 
cold, and particulatiy of the dampneſs of 
dur climate, that they kept the hofpital 
— — — 
could; for the fame reaſon; they reinamed 
much in bed; or; When out of bed, were 
cbnſtantly wrapped ap in their cloaks ot 
mantles. Nor was it pöfſible when I firſt 
went there, without uſing violence, to pre- 
rail on them to go out inte the airitig- 
ground; and it was ſtill more difficult to 
get them to take out their bedding, | for the 
Puxen of expoſing it to the open air. | 
Ithiy. Many of the priſoticts belotiged 
to the Caratca company, and had private 
Wrentilres on board: theſe men, when | 
captured, 


tar 1 


exptures, having loſt their all, were parti- 
cCularly law ſpirited, and conſequently wers 
more liable to ſuffer. from the diſtemper. It 
was remarked, that they were the firſt ch 
were ſeized yith it, and maſt of, them gi 

Sihl. The Spaniards, owing to ſome 
diſpute they had with the ſurgeon, enter- 
tained preindices againſt him. and were 
therofoxe ppwilling to complain, or to apply 
for admiſſion into the hoſpital, till it was 
too late to dexive,henefit from PP AY meglical 
treatment; they even concealed their in- 
diſpoſition as long as it yas in their power. 
In paſſing, through the courts gf the priſon, 
I hare obſeryed at different times, ſome gf 
boſe. popr pegple, unable to ſtapd, ther - 
conntenances pale and dejeed, lying along 
by the walls af the building which were 
moſt expaſed to the ſun; and, not withſtand- 
ing this expoſure, and their being wrapped 
up in their cloaks ar mantles, they werg 
ſhivering with cold like a perſon in a fit of 
1 I ſhall never forget how much [ 
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| was ſhocked the firſt day I entered the hoſ- 
pital, at being obliged to ſtep. over a poor 


man, who was lying acroſs the threſhold 


| of the door, either dying or dead. 


" Gthly. It muſt alſo be acknowledged, as 


another cauſe of the mortality, that owing 
to the number of ſick increafing ſo rapidly 
and unexpectedly, they could not be pro- 
_ perly accommodated in the hoſpital, which 
was by much too crowded. 9 . 
'* The above circumſtances, best in- 


cluding many others of leſs importance, 


and which it is unneceſſary here to detail, 
will ferve, in a great meaſure, to explain the 
mortality that happened. I ſhall therefore 
no proceed to a more intereſting and 


fible the particular nature of the jail con- 
; 7 88 5 
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important queſtion, vi. to determine if poſ- 
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Of the Nature of the Contagion, which gives 
riſe to Fail and Hoſpital Fever. 


THAT we may be able to form a more 
accurate judgment of the nature of the 
contagion, which gives riſe. to this ſpecies 
of fever, we ſhall conſider it under four 
different points of view. 

In the firſt place, how it is 8 


2dly, in what manner it is propagated, 
. with the circumſtances more or lefs fa- 


vourable to its communication ; 4dly, its 
effects on the human body; and, 4thly, the 
means of weakening its virulence, or of en- 
tircly deſtroying it. 

Whoever has conſidered contagious fe- 
- vers with attention muſt have obſerved, that 
they are of two very diſtinct claſſes. The 
_ firſt may properly enough be called pcie 
contagions, as they do not ariſe from any 
general quality, or proceſs of nature, with 
| D4 which 


Te] 
which we are acquainted ; and, as they 
have a peculiar origin, they excite diſeaſes 
of a peculiar kind; differing in many re- 


remarkably, than in this, that the peculiax | 


Aiſeaſe can only take place once in any in- 
any morbid ſymptom. How mam pecu- 
lar or ſpecific poiſons there are in natute 


e know . aret—gs: has 
auliar to certain animals. 
The ſecond claſs of 1 8 
may be named general contagions, as they 
ariſe from a general cauſe; or they may be 
named putrid, as they weill be found, in 


every inſtance, to be the reſult of putre- 


faction; a proceſs, probably, the moſſ ge- 
neral in nature with which we are ac- 
geaintcd, and to which all vegetable and 

ſtances, 


i not yet aſcertained ; but the fmalkipox | 
and -meafles are cvidentiy ſurch to man, and 
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ſtances, are liable. That the contagion, ar 
miaſma, of the jail and hoſpital fever is 


of this kind, admits of every {ſpecies of 


evidence a matter of fact and of cbſcrration 
canto. 

We-remarked, in the beginning, that this 
-diſcaſe is conftantly produced where amum- 
ber of people are ſhut up together in a cloſe 
plaee, without the greateſt attention 40 
<lcanlinefs, and a renewal of the air. We 

Pody have made a certain advance or pro— 
greſs towards putridity, and that, placed in 
-eircumftances favourable to putrefaction, 
they ſeon become highly putrid. We are 
certain, that ef all the human excretions, 
none is more highly animalifed, or fo ſuſcep- 
tiblo of becoming putrid, as the perſpiration 
or vapour iſſuing from the ſurface of the body 
and lungs. Me knew alſo that the perſpira- 
tion even of · vegetables, confined under imi- 
lar cireumiſtances, becomes putrid, and in a 
high degree noxious to man: a fortiors 

| 5 23 
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will prove ſtill more noxious. —_—_ 

© We fad ale that the contagion, 

F from animal perſpiration, ſhews its bane- - 
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e Pea which it is combined. 


We find likewiſe, that the formation of | 


| ion is prevented by cauſes that 
—_— — —  — 
or roencs teeny es 
We obſerve alſo, what may — 
dered as an analogical proof, that a . 
be vapour, differing only in degree o 
conſtantly produced from water alone, and 
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_ _ "tiguity. How far the contagious atmoſphere 
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 fufficient quantity and under circumſtances 
favourable to putridity ; but the ſeptic na- 
ture of the jail contagion will be farther 
illuſtrated, by what we have to notice of 
its effects on the human body, and of the 


— matholls-of-Saftroying Wenn 
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| Of 1he Manner in which Contagion is com- 


| Every perſon knows that contagious 
Fvers, whether ſpecific or putrid, are pro- 
pagated by an immediate communication 
with the fick, either by contact or con- 


extends, is impoſſible to aſcertain, as this 
muſt admit of great latitude, according to 
the virulence of the diſeaſe, fituation of the 
fick, ſeaſon of the year, ſtate of the atmo- 
ſphere, &c. My ingenious and reſpectable 
WOE fiend 
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friend Dr. Haygarth 3s of opinion, and in- 


— 


But ĩt is not only fram a — 


Cation with the fick that 2 wind 


and clothes of thoſe ng; in a 
contagious atmoſphere, and the excretions af 


the fick, are capable (even when conveyed 


to a great diſtance, or preſerved for a length 


ef dime) of. producing the ſame miſchief as 


an immediate communication with the ſick 
themſelves. Of this fact the examples are 


opinion f my friend Pr. Haygarth differs 


from the opinions formerly, entertained hy 


ꝓhyſicians · For, though he admits, chat the 
variolous. matter, and;the more ſenſihle ex- 
eretions of the fick, ate capahle of com- 
municating the diſeaſe, and, if cloſe ſhut 
up. of retaining that power for a long 


| — * does not think, that the .con- 


tagious 


deed bas ſhewn, that in the 3 


8 5 f. f F. 


88 222 


＋ £ 


ſoh¹ Tous as to put the matter bęxond the 
Peſſihiljty of a doubt. Here again, the 
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gious vapour, W 
fick, can be retained by the clothes of thoſe 
| confined in the variolous atmoſphere, or by 
the furniture in the chambers of the fick; 
ſo as to communicate the diſeaſe to 
ſuch as have not themſelves been immedi» 
ately expoſed to it. Na one can have a 
greater reſpect for the opinions and obſer- 
vations. of Dr. Haygarth than I have, as 
no perſon is better acquainted with his 
candour and accuracy. TI readily agree 
with him, that the dread of thoſe terri- 
ble diſeaſes, and the natural feats of men, 
reality; that the riſk of propagating the 
contagion in this manner is by no means 
ſo great as had been ſuppoſed ; and that 
phyſicians, or even apothecaries, are ſeldom 
ſo long expoſed to this atmoſphere, as to be 
in great danger of conveying the contagion 
elſewhere ; but I cannot go fo far as to 
believe that the perſons, and eſpecially the 
elothes of nurſes or aſſiſtants, who are con- 
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cated by the clothes of perſons who have 


[4] 
fach a degree, as to be capable of communi- 
cating it, eſpecially where they have a dire& 
or immediate intercuurſe with a perſon 
ſuſceptible of the diſeaſe. But, putting 
the ſinall-pox and other ſpecific contagions 
out of the queſtion, that the jail diftem- 
conveyed in this manner, cannot be de- 
nied. Indeed, wherever a vapour can be 
diſtinguiſhed by the ſmell, we have the 


_ demonſtration of our ſenſes for what a 


length of time, not only clothes, but 


of bouks will retin-T6> ovation EY 


ſpect to the contagion of the jail or hoſ- 


pital fever, we may fafely affirm, that it 


affects not only thoſe who are immediately 
expoſed to the original atmoſphere, but that 
this contagion may certainly be coma uni- 


for 


1 2 1 
for any length of time been confined in it z 


and, what is ſtill more fi even 
when the perſons themſelves have ſuffered 
no injury, e 
quence. 
Thi fit being add; wean 
wonder if thoſe who are ſeized with the jail 
fever, owing to ſuch communication, ſhould 
during their illneſs generate a contagious 
vapour ; but, however paradoxical it may 
appear, I have never obſerved that the fick 
propagated the diſeaſe fo readily, as the 
bodies and clothes of thoſe who, though 
well, had been long confined in the original 
atmoſphere. From my own experience 
alſo, I am led to conclude, that there is 
little riſk of receiving the contagion from 
dead bodies, even from diſſecting them, pro- 
vided the ſurgeon does not cut himſelf 
during the difſetion, the conſequence of 
which has generally proved fatal. 
worthy of notice, that increaſe or dimi- 
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nin the facility with which centsgian 
is communicated. Unleſs where con- 
tagion 1s very powerful, it is ſeldom 
propagated in the open air; I knew only 
one inſtance of this at Wincheſter. It is 
much more certainly communicated in a 
room, and eſpecially if there is a current of 
air, from the contagious perſon to others 
capable of being affected. A moiſt atmo- 
ſphere is alſo more favourable to the com- 
munication of contagion than a dry one. 
A contagious perſon becomes greatly more 
ſo, if his clothes are wet, and his body 
heated by exerciſe, ſo as to be in a ſtate of 
perſpiration. Thoſe moſt - ſuſceptible of 
contagion are, young perſons, particularly 
if they come directly from a pure air into 
the infected atmoſphere; perſons whoſe 
minds are oppreſſed with fear or anxicty ; 
or who have been weakened by previous 
illneſs; even thoſe who have been fa- 
tigued, or are faſting, more readily than 

others whoſe ſtrength has not been im- 
paired, 


wit! 
that 
fect 


8 
poaired, or which has been again recruited 
with food. It has been farther remarked, 
that perſons who have iſſues are ſeldom af- 
* by 20 bn 


* the Ehe, ＋ putrid Contagion on the 
buman Body. ; 


PuTRID matter, in whatever way ge- 
nerated, if in ſufficient quantity, has 
always - ſome deleterious effect; or, in 
other words, acts as a poiſon upon the 
body. It is true, that the human ſtomach, 
and ſtill more remarkably, the organs 
of digeſtion, of certain animals, have the 
power of counteracting the ſeptic ten- 
dency; but this power, in our 
at leaſt, is very himited; and when any 
matter, whether generated in the body or 
introduced from without, has acquired a 
degree of putridity beyond this, it occa- 
ſions nauſea, vomiting, purging, great op- 


1 30 ] 


preſſion at the region of the ſtomach, and 


often a fever, either of the intermittent, re- 
mittent, or more continued kind. Putrid 

tter, directly introduced into the fyſ- 
tem by means of a wound, cauſes ſwell- 
ing and inflammation of the lymphatic 
glands, often terminating ſuddenly in gan- 
grene, along with the ſymptoms of a fever, 
greatly reſembling the hoſpital or jail fever : 
anxiety, headach, and delirium; with the 
ame irregularity in the pulſe, and, if the 
diſcaſe continues, it induces thoſe appear- 
ances of the fkin, hemorrhages, and other 
&mptoms, that indicate a relaxation of the 


fevers that ariſc POTN Ke 
fure to putrid vapour or contagion, aſ- 
fame a variety of types and forms, accord- 
Ing to the various circumftances of com- 
bination, degree of putridity, ſeaſon of the 


Fear, conſtitution of the patient, &c. But 


they, as well as the preceding, will be 


found 


folids, and reſolved crafis of the blood. The 
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found to have many ſymptoms in com- 
mon, and ſimilar to the jail and hoſpital 
fever : and in reality all the fevers of this 
claſs, from the lighteſt vernal intermit- 
tent to the true plague, are only diffe- 
rent ſhades or varieties of the fame diſ- 
eaſe, and productions of one common cauſe, 
viz. putrefaction. I ſhall not however 
proſecute this ſubject farther at preſent, 
as I have treated it more fully in another 
work, which, ſhould I hereafter have lei- 
ſure to complete, I hope to render not alto- 
gether unworthy of the public eye. 
The contagion then of the jail or hoſ- 
pital fever, may juſtly be confidered as one 
of the moſt ſudtil and powerful vapours of 
the putrid kind; and, conſequently, its im- 
mediate and deſtructive effects upon the 
body are not to be wondered at. In ordi- 
nary caſes of fever, the vital principle is 
rouſed into action, and Nature is commonly 
ſufficient U remove the morbid 
| E 2 — 


[3 
cauſe; but here, as in the real peſtilence, 
the contagion introduced into the body, 
ſeems to act as a narcotic poiſon upon the 
heart and nervous ſyſtem, ſuppreſſing the 
principle of life, inſtead of roufing it to the 
conflict. In this diſtemper therefore, where 
nature can do ſo little, and even art, unleſs 
immediately called to her aſſiſtance, is equally 
unavailing, it is of the utmoſt conſequence 
for us to. know whether the contagion can 
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cauſes of the jail contagion, we could cer- 

tainly prevent its formation, provided the 

means of doing ſo were always in our power; 
but as we cannot command theſe, our next 

object is to endeavour to correct, or deſtroy 

it, when formed. As a knowledge of the 
nature 


EW] 
nature and origin of the jail contagion 


naturally led to the proper and effectual 
means of correcting or deſtroying it; fo, on 
the other hand, the means that have been 
ſucceſsfully employed to deſtroy it, af - 
ford the moſt convincing evidence of its 
true nature. Every ſpecies of contagion 
has its virulence leſſened, and is at laft 
completely effaced, by expoſure to the 
open air. Whether the atmoſpheric air has 
the power of diffolving contagion, (accord- 
ing to Dr. Haygarth) or only diffuſes it, 
in ſuch a manner as to render it harm- 
leſs, cannot poſſibly be aſcertained, nor is 
it of any importance to know. Water poſ- 
ſeſſes the ſame power as air, and may be 
employed with equal ſucceſs, in removing 
contagion from clothes or furniture. In 
reſpect to ſpecific contagions, unleſs it be 
expoſure to the open air, or to a ſtream of 
water, we know no means of deſtroying 
them, or even of blunting their activity. 
"ou caſe is not the fame with putrid 
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eontagions ; whoſe yirulence is often blunt- 
ed, or the contagion entirely deſtroyed, by 
certain degrees of heat or cold. There are 
likewiſe many vegetable and mineral ſub- 
ſtances, which poſſeſs the power of reſiſting 


or counteracting putrefaction; but as theſe, 
in general, can only be employed in a ſolid 
or liquid form, they can be of no ſervice in 
deftroying a putrid vapour, which cannot 
be acted upon but by antiſeptics in the ſame 


ſtate, Many things have been uſed for 
this purpoſe, but the hiſtory of thoſe trials, 
and 2 morc accurate knowledge of che- 
miſtry, are ſufficient to oonvince us of their 


incficacy. My attention having been par- 


ticularly called to this ſubject, and my cha- 
rater involved in the ſucceſs, I was ſatiſ- 


fied, after the moſt deliberate reflection on 


the nature of pytrid contagion, that nothing 
cauld ſo certainly or efficaciouſſy deſtroy it, 
as the mineral acids in a ſtate of yapour ; 
but how ta employ theſe, with ſafety, was 
the difficulty Hoc opus, hic labor. The 
33 | fumes 
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fumes of ſulphur, which are ſo ſucceſsfully 
made uſe of to fumigate clothes or furniture, 


could not be employed, either in hoſpital 
or ' priſon wards ; as theſe fumes are well 


known, even in ſmall quantity, to prove 


immediately deſtructive to animal life, I 
had frequently remarked, that the ſumes of 
the nitrous acid, did not affect the breathing 
in the ſame manner, notwithſtanding which, 
I conceived they might prove of equal ef- 
ficacy in deſtroying or diminiſhing the viru- 
lence of contagion ; and the ſucceſs attend- 
ing the employment of theſe at Wincheſter, 
as well as many trials which I have made, 
both in private and in the Middleſex hoſpital, 
have convinced me of the power of the ni- 
trous acid, in deſtroying contagion, and like- 
wile of the ſafety with which it may be uſed. 
But, as I purpoſe to give a more full de- 
ys tt this matter in the Appendix , 

I ſhall now proceed to relate the means 


* Vide Appendix, 


Ks employed 
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employed by me at Wincheſter, to deſtroy 


the contagion in the priſon, and for the cure 
of the _ in the ME 


Treatment of the Prifemers, Tl 3 em- 


Pleyed to purify the Pri . and Ho dl 
We ards. 


of Sp my arriyal at Wincheſter, the firſt 
object that ſeemed to claim my attention, 
was the enlargement of the hoſ pital ; which 
I found could cafily. be accompliſhed, as 
there were ſeveral empty wards adjoinin g. 
that might, in a few days, be fitted up for 
the reception of the fick, I therefore gave 
orders that this ſhould be immediately done; 
at the ſame time, to inſure the free admiſ- 
ſion of air, ſo neceſſary for their recovery, 
I directed that the caſements of moſt of the 
windows ſhould be removed, and the win- 
dows leverboarded * that the chimneys i in 


be name given by the tradeſinen to a coarſe kind 
of Venetian window-blind. | 


- the 
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the different wards ſhould be contracted 
into narrow flues, and a fire kept conftantly 
in each; and that, cloſe to the cieling, cir- 
cular openings ſhould be made in the walls 


ſeparating the different apartments, which 
would allow an uninterrupted circulation of 

air through the whole, now ca pacious 
enough, with the propoſed addition, to con- 
tain three hundred men. But, whilſt I was 
engaged in this moſt neceflary work, my 
attention was called off, by information I 
received of the fick liſt increaſing ſo ra- 
pidly that, unleſs ſome check was given to 
the contagion, the addition made to the 
hoſpital, and twice as much, would foon 
be inſufficient for the accommodation of 
thoſe who were daily ſeized with the 
diſtemper. I now perceived, that I had 
begun at the wrong end of the buſineſs ; 
that it was neceſſary to give my firſt at- 
tention to the priſoners, and, although I 
might not immediately ſucceed in deſtroy- 
ing the contagion, I muſt at leaſt endea- 


cat 
your to leſſen the violence of it ; that, this 


being done, I ſhould have room enough for 
the fick, and ſufficient leiſure to attend to 


*. . 2 
wards, adopted the following plan. 
- I divided the whole of the priſon wards 


Into four partas and, lodging the priſoners, 


which could eafily be done, in three of thoſe 
parts, I ſet afide the fourth for the pur- 


as follows: . 
eee eee bed- 
ding, Ee. from. the wards, they were firſt 


thoroughly cleaned out; then the ham-, 
mock poſts were well waſhed with diluted 


marine acid, and the fame thrawn, by 


means of garden watering machines, to the 


upper parts of the poſts, as high as the 
cicling, The wards, when dry, were 
cloſely ſhut up, and pots placed in them, 


at different diſtances, containing from half 
F which was 


deflagrated 


poſe of purification, which een 
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good effects of this plan, fo far as it could 
be carried into execution, was immediately 
felt ; as none of the priſoners ®, fo ma- 
naged, were afterwards ſeized with the 


diſtemper z 


6 
diſtemper; but, as we could not procure a 


ding. we were obliged to ſupply this defect 
by fumigating and purifying thoſe which 


we had taken Cam wat and ng —_ 


We — * new clothes and bed- 
ding for the ſecond diviſion, as- we had 
dane for the firſt... The third diviſion of the 
priſoners was treated in the ſame manner, 


fying the different priſon wards; the effects 8 
af: which, in effacing the contagion, 45 


peared directly, from the great diminution! 
in the number of the fick *.. Fearing, ho]. 
cxer, that the diſtemper might again break 
out amongſt them, from ſome latent ſeeds 
of contagion ſtill adhering to the clothes or 


bedding, I defired that the priſoners ſhould: 


every morning be reviewed, and particularly 
examined reſpecting their health, by their 


* Vid. Hoſpital returns. Appendix. 


ſafficient quantity of freſh clothes and bed 


| ED 

own ſurgeon ; and, as the Spaniards were by 
this time ſenfible of the attention paid to 
them, andalready experienced the good effects 
of it, they now of themſelves (what at firit 
could not be obtained without compulſion) 
took out their hammocks every day to the 
airing ground, and, when the weather would 
admit of it, expoſed their * bedding to the 
open air during the greater part of the day. 
I had alſo a ſhed erected for their walking 
under when it rained, and a ward or. two 
ſet apart for their dining, and did not ſuffer 
them to enter the wards where they flept, 
until the evening; taking care to have theſe 
wards . and well ven nulated every 
4 | 

"Having finiſhed . the priſon, and 
priſoners, ; I again returned to the hoſpital, 
and found the ſeven new wards, which I had 
ordered to be fitted up, ready for the re- 
ception of the fick: they were, in part, 


* T had drying poſts and lines put up in the airing 
12 for * purpoſe. 
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furniſhed with new beds; but, as we had 
not à ſufficient ſupply of theſe, we were 
under the neceſſity of uſing ſome of the old 
ones; thoſe however I took care to have firſt 
fumigated, then waſhed with hot ſoap ſuds, 
and afterwards with diluted marine acid. 
When every thing was properly prepared, 
in theſe new apartments, I had ſuch of the 
fick as could without danger be removed 
brought into them; and, by this means, 
emptied ſome of the old hoſpital wards ; 
which with the beds and bedding, were 
immediately fumigated, cleaned out, and 
prepared in the manner already deſcribed. 
| Proceeding in this way we, in a few days, 
got the whole of the hoſpital put into 
2 proper condition: and, when any of the 
fick died, I ordered that the bed and bed- 
ding ſhould always be removed, and not 
employed again until it underwent a freſh 
fumigation and cleaning. The not having 
attended to this neceffary precaution, had 


r 
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bode an bedding aeg fatal to thoſe who 


55 the Cure of the Fail Feuer. 


.  Berors I make any obſervations an the 
proper method of treating this fever, I ſhall 
tranſcribe ſoine directions given by me to 

the Spaniſh Surgeon, as well as to our own, 
with the general regulations laid down re- 
pecting the hoſpital. | | 


Direftims to the Spaniſh Sur gern. 


- . Tax Spaniſh ſurgeon is requeſted to re- 
view the priſoners everymorning ; when any 
man ſeems indiſpoſed, to examine particu- 
larly his complaint: and if there is reaſon 
to apprehend that he is affected by the 
_ contagion, he is immediately to be treated 
in the following manner. 
„ f He 


[4%] 
He is, firſt, to have the common purg- 
ing glyſter adminiſtered ; after the Opera- 
tion of which, he is to take the emetic 
mixture every ten minutes or quarter of an 
hour, until it. has had a proper effect; at 
going to bed, the bolus antim. cardiac, with 
a baſon of mutton broth, or ptiſanne. If, 
next morning, the ſymptoms of fever have 
in great meaſure diſappeared, he is to be 


treated as a convaleſcent, and, as ſuch, muſt 


take, twice or thrice a day, the hauftus e 


cart. peruv. He is to have a glaſs of wine 


after dinner; his diet to conſiſt of broth or 
rice ; and no meat nor cheeſe to be allowed, 
until he is perfectiy recovered. If the 


fymptoms of fever ſhould continue, or in- 


ereaſe, after this treatment, the ſick per 
ſon is then to be ſent to the hoſpital, 
and delivered over to the care of the hoſ- 
pital ſurgeon. 


Directun 


1 


Direkrims to the Hoſpital Surgeon. 


WHEN a man is brought to the hoſpital 
with the ſymptoms of the jail fever, he is, 
in the firſt place, to be ſent to the bathing 
. room, and bathed for ten minutes in water, 
at the temperature of 100 of Fahrenheit's 
thermometer ; all his clothes are to be 
removed to the fumigating houſe ; after 
bathing, he is to have an hoſpital ſhirt put 
on, and, being wrapped up in a blanket, 
muſt be conveyed to the hoſpital, cither in 


a hammock or ſedan chair. When put to 


bed, he is to have the common glyſter ad- 
miniſtered, and afterwards is to take the tar- 
tar emetic ſolution, unleſs where that medi- 
cine has been previouſly given by the 
Spaniſh ſurgeon, conformably to his ĩnſtruc- 
tions. Soon after the operation of the emetic, 
or immediately, where that has been already 


* had a bathing room, with two hot baths, con- 
ſped in the hoſpital at Wincheſter. 
= 


given, 


TW. -- 
given, he is to take the bolus antiman. 
cardiacus *, with four ſpoonfuls of one or 
other of the mixtures, N' 7 or N* 8; 
and theſe medicines are to be repeated (vary- 
ing them according to the ſymptoms) every 
four or fix hours. It may perhaps, in ſome 
caſcs of extreme weakneſs, or in the ſecond. 
ſtage of the diſcaſe, be adviſeable to ſubſti- 
tute the peruvian bark, in ſome of the forms 
ſabjoined +, inſtead of the above mentioned 
antimonial medicine, &c. but this is left to 
the judgment and diſcretion of the ſurgeon. 
I will only ſuggeſt, that where extreme de- 
bility, or the tendeney to gangrene require 
the bark, we are not to expect or wait for 
an intermiffion or remiſſion of the fever. 
The bark, in ſuch caſes, mayalways be ſafely 
adminiſtered, if the tongue is not parched, 
nor the ſkin dry, when there is no difficulty 
of ſwallowing, nor the breathing much 


* Vid. Appendix. Form, medicarn 
„ 


3 | 


the inflamed appearance of the eyes, with 
a 2 fluſhed countenance, and the violence of 


(9 ] 
oppreſſed: But, under thoſe circumſtances, 


I think it neither ſafe nor uſeful, and would 
moſt undoubtedly prefer the medicines of 
the claſs firſt preſcribed. Wine is proper 
in moſt ſtages of the diſeaſe, unleſs where 


the patient, give- reaſon to apprehend a 
phrenzy, or inflammation of the brain, when 
wine aggravates the ſymptoms, and perhaps 

haſtens the fatal termination. But, where 
wine is proper, it ſhould never be left to the 

diſcretion of nurſes, but adminiſtered either 
by the ſurgeon himſelf, or by the diſpenſer, 
who may, with very little trouble, give it to 
the ſick in his daily rounds ; diſtinguiſhing 
alſo, by this mark of attention, thoſe men 
who are well behaved and orderly, from the 


_  difobedient and refractory. Mutton broth 


may be indiſcriminately allowed to all the 
fick who chooſe it; but the ſtrength of it 
ſhould be proportioned to the ſtate of the 
patient. I would adviſe the having three 
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TW 
different kinds of broth, or rather, to have 
broth of three different degrees of ftrength ; 
the ſurgeon will then dire& the broth moſt 


proper for each patient. Bliſters, applied 


to the back, may poffibly be of advan. 
tage, in caſes of inflammatory delirium ; 
but they ſhould not be raſhly or indiſcri- 
minately uſed : they ſhould be looked upon 
by the ſurgeon more as a ſymptomatic, than 
2 general remedy. In caſes of violent or 
involuntary purging, the bark and anti- 
monial medicines muſt either be entirely 
laid aſide, or given along with Zherraca 
philonium, or ſome other opiate. It is 
always of advantage to keep the body 
open, which may eaſily be done, by a 


__ Inative glyſter, or by a doſe of the purg- 
ing electuary, given by it{clf once in twenty- 


four hours, or adminiſtered, in ſmaller 
quantity, with the antimonial al bolus every 
fix or eight hours. The drink of the ſick 
ſhould be marſhmallow tea *, or any other 


of The Spaniards ro 
95 ptiſanne, 
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ptiſanne, acidulated with the marine acid, 
toaſt and water, or lemonade, to which a 
few drops of the marine acid may occa- 
fionally be added. Thoſe who diſlike mut- 
ton broth, may have boiled rice for their 
= 1 | 


Regulations reſdetting tbe Hoſdital Wards 
and Bedding. 


Tur hoſpital wards muſt be carefully 
ſwept every morning, and the places under 
the beds cleaned out with a wet mop ; the 
floors of the wards (after being ſwept) 
muſt be watered, by means of a garden 
watering-pot, with diluted marine acid z 
the wards are then to be fumigated with 
cenſers of burning faltpetre, and two or 
three gallipots, about two-thirds filled with 
fuming ſpirit of nitre, are to be placed in 
the middle of each ward, to remain con- 
ſtantly night and day, and to be renewed 
every morning. The beds themſelves are to 
F 3 de 
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be ſp nkled with vinegar, and neither the 
bed, nor bedding, of any patient who dies, 
or is diſcharged, is to be again uſed, until 
properly fumigated, waſhed, and aired. Pa- 
* | ticnts who involuntarily, or negligently, ſoil 
* their beds, muſt be laid upon palliaſſes, 
0 which may be cafily changed every day, or 
E | more frequently, if neceflary. The nurſes 
*# of the hoſpital ſhould be obliged to obſerve 
the ſtricteſt cleanlineſs; to empty the ſoil 
tubs twice a day, and even oftener, in parti- 
cular caſes. The tubs muſt be waſhed out, 
= Pon Anas ie, with diluted ma- 
Tine acid. 


Of 4 the preventrve Treatment, or Cure of 
the Jail Fever in the firſt Stage, 


—_. Every one who has paid the ſlighteſt 
34 attention to the hiſtory of diſeaſes, muſt 
have remarked, that thoſe contagions which 
J have diſtinguiſhed by the name of ſpecific, 
do not produce any morbid effect, nor give 
; 3 


A 
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any evidence of their being preſent in the 
ſyſtem, until ſome conſiderable time after 
their introduction: they muſt alſo have ob- 

ſerved, that when once received they cannot 
be expelled, nor the diſcaſes which follow 
their introduction prevented, by any means 
_ hitherto known. | 

The above circumſtances, together with 

the fact already mentioned, that a perſon is 
liable only once in his life to be affected by 
any ſpeciſic contagion; conſtitute a very de- 
cided and marked difference between them 
and thoſe I have called putrid. Contagions 
of this claſs, when introduced into the body, 
produce in general ſome morbid effect very 
early, often in twelve or twenty-four hours, 

and ſometimes, I may ſay, inftantaneouſly, 
or almoſt as ſoon as applied. It is alſo ob- 
ſervable of putrid contagions, that after 
they have been admitted, and even after 
they have excited various morbid ſymptoms, 
they may be again expelled, either com- 

88 or at leaſt to ſuch a degree as greatly 
"© 4 to 
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to leſſen their virulence, and the dread- 
ful conſequences which would otherwiſe 
enſue. This obſervation is of the ut- 


the firſt and moſt important part of the 


practice in thoſe fevers, and what may 


juſtly be named, the preventive treatment, in 
as much as it prevents the fever from run- 


ning through its uſual courſe ; or it may be 


called the cure of the firſt ſtage, as it 


is only in the beginning of the diſeaſe that 


this method of curing it is practicable. 


the duration of the period during which the 
fever may, with certainty, be removed in 


- moſt confequence, as upon it is founded 


How far this firſt ſtage extends, or what is 


this ſummary way, I cannot pretend to 
aſcertain ; I ſhould however imagine, that 
it ſeldom exceeds the firſt four and twenty 
hours; and that, when the contagion remains 
in the budy beyond this time, it in general 
has produced morbid effects, which canner 
fo * be ſubdued. 


From 


2 1 Ea 
From the experience of ſome of the 
ableſt phyficians we learn, that there are 
three ways of expelling the contagion ; the 
firſt, by an emetic ; the ſecond, by fweat- 
ing; and the third, by bliſters applied to 
different parts of the body. 
The advantage of an emetic, given in the 
beginning of thoſe diſtempers, was firſh 


mentioned by F. Hoffman; but the ſuperior r 


efficacy of this remedy in the jail fever was 
fully aſcertained 'by Pringle and Lind. 

One practical caution is neceſſary in re- 
ſpe to emetics, viz. that they ſhould always, 
if poſſible, be employed immediately upon 
the attack of the diſeaſe ; that afterwards 
they muſt be uſed with caution, and never 
when the contagion has excited vomiting, or 
rendered the ſtomach extremely irritable. 
But, although an emetic be the chief means 
of expelling the contagion, it is ſeldom alone 
ſufficient for that purpoſe, and it is there- 
fore neceſſary to have recourſe to ſweating = 
| Sydenham 
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has told us, that * 


the "cſtilential fever in his time, by keeping 
_ -upa perſpiration for twenty-four hours; but 


 wasapplicable tothoſefeversin the beginning 


and ſucceſs at any period of the diſeaſe: an 

- - omiffion which has been fully compenſated 
bythe experience and obſervations of Pringle 
and Lind, two authors of very great merit, 

_ eſpecially on this ſubject. When ſweating 
zs employed, it ſhould be kept up until the 


| until a complete: intermiſſion is obtained; 
but in doing ſo, two cautions are neceſſary. 
x 3 S | | In the firſt place, we ſhould. never force 
- by "EI ſweating by any means by which the heat 
—_— of the body, or quickneſs of the pplſe, can 
5 |  begreatly increaſed. Secondly, we ought 


ws by the Aſtron we run a 


e . 


be has neglected to inform us if this practice 


only, or if it might be employed with ſafety 


Fmptoms of fever are removed, or at leaſt 


not to perſevere too long in keeping up 
profuſe ſweating, if we find that it does 
not afford a ſenſible relief, or abatement of 
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riſk of bringing i 

an increaſe of fever; by the other, we ex- 

hauſt our patient unneceſſarily, when it is 

apparent that the diſcaſe is too much fixed 
to be removed in this manner. 

The third method of removing conta- 
gion, is by the application of bliſters. This 
is a diſcovery of Dr. Lind's, and the fa& 
reſts as yet entirely upon his authority. 
Not having read Dr, Lind's pamphlet on 
contagious fevers for ſome time before I 
went to Wincheſter, and not recollecting 
whathe ſays of the great advantage of bliſters 
in the beginning of ſuch fevers, I had, 
judging likewiſe from my own experi- 
| ence, adopted the ſentiments of Pringle 
and Huxham on this ſubje&'; but I have 
ſo high an opinion of the great can- 
dor, as well as of the great experience of 
Dr. Lind, that, although I am ſtill of opi- 
nion that in the more advanced ſtages of 
this diſeaſe bliſters are of little efficacy and 
not without danger, and ought therefore 


[4] 
not to be raſhly employed, I think it not 
improbable that in the beginning they may 


be uſed with-advantage, and the diſcharge 


* give an outlet to the poiſon ; but in what- 
ever way we explain the fact, the authority 
of Dr. Lind warrants the trial, efpecully 
as it does not in the leaft interfere with 
the other means, whoſe efficacy is already 


-- F have taken no notice of change of air, 


awhich is mentioned by Pringle as one of the 


means of removing contagion, as it muſt be 


a flight infection indeed, where ſuch means 


car be eſfectual; and ſurely no man in his 


Tenfes would think of truſting to it, know- 
tain remedies in his power. 


Beſides the three methods of expelling the 
 poifon which I have juſt now related, 


there are two other circumftances which 


upon as uſeful, if not neceſſary parts of the 


Practice, in the firſt tage of this diſeaſe. 
: „%%% . The 
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The firſt is, the opening the body, or 
cleanfing well the prime viz : and, for this 
purpoſe, the beſt remedy I know is camei 
as- being the moſt certainly efficacious, and 
from which there is the leaſt riſk of doing 
too much. The ſecond is, bathing the 
feet and legs, or, what is preferable, the 
whole body, in warm water: a practice par- 
_ ticularly requiſite for ſoldiers and ſailors, 
as ĩt waſhes away any remains of contagion 
adhering to the ſurface of the body, e- 
| moves the coldneſs of the extremities, and, 
by relaxing the ſkin, renders it more tran- 
ſpirable, and at the fame time relieves the 
anxiety at the præcordia. But though put 
ting patients into warm water is attended 
with many advantages, it requires ſome 
caution : care muſt be taken that the bath 
be of a proper temperature, and that the 
| fick do not remain too long in it. 

When, from employing the whole, or any 
part of the preventive method of cure, 
we ſucceed in removing the ſymptoms en- 


6 tirely, 


+ = 
tirely, or in bringing on a complete inter- 
miſſion of the fever, the return of this is to be 
prevented by the free uſe of the bark ; and 
the health of the patient is to be reſtored 
by the uſual methods, viz. by tonics, gentle 
exerciſe, change of air, &c. But, when the 
_ preventive method has proved ineffectual, 
either in abating or removing the diſeaſe, | 
3 wwe may look upon the fever as now formed, | gr 
= or advanced to the ſecond ftage, and con- pu 
. ſequentiy recourſe muſt be had to other 
modes of treatment. | 
On a ſubject, however, where there has 
been ſuch a variety of opinions, it may 
not be improper, before delivering mine, 
. briefly to enquire into thoſe of the lateſt 
and moſt eminent phyſicians. : 
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The Opinions of different Authors, reſpecting 
be Cure of the Fail and other contagiaus 


. Fevers. 


 ALTHouGH phyſicians have differed 
greatly reſpecting the particular mode to be 
purſued in the cure of the jail fever, they 
- concur in opinion as to the principle upon 
which the cure of fevers. in general is to 
be attempted. They acknowledge that this 
is to be looked for not ſo much from art as 

from nature; that is, from the efforts of the 
conſtitution, or thoſe motions excited in 
the living principle, which, though ſome- 
times deſtructive, are evidently intended 
for the preſervation of animal life. That 
the buſineſs of the phyſician is to regu- 
late thoſe efforts, to prevent them from 
being too active or violent, on the one 
hand, or too remiſs and oppreſſed, on 
the 
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the other; and to obviate the dangerous 


or troubleſome ſymptoms which uſually 
occur in the courſe of the diſeaſe. Such 
has been the general intention, or what 1s 


commonly called, indication of cure in all 


continued fevers, from the age of Hippo- 
crates to the preſent time. How far phy- 
ficians have adhered to this principle, in 
their treatment of contagious or malignant 
Fevers, T ſhall now examine; beginning 
with Sir J. Pringle, an author of con- 


 fiderable merit, eſpecially on this ſubject, 


and whoſe practice does not greatly differ 


from that of Huxham and Lind, phy- 


ficians who alſo ſtand high in the public 
eſteem, whoſe writings are in the hands of 
every practitioner, and whoſe mode of 


treatment has been very generally _— 


in this country. 


Although the jail fever has no regular 
periods, Pringle has divided it into three 
ſtages. Of the firſt, which ſeldom ex- 


tends beyond twelve or twenty-four hours, 


1 bave * ſpoken; the ſecond con- 


tinues 
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tinues until the pulſe finks ; the third com» 
mences when both pulſe and firength 
fail ; at which time the patient moſt com- 
monly is affected by coma or delirium. As 
the efforts of the conſtitution, in the be» 
ginning of continued fevers, have in many 
inſtanees been found too violent, and ia 
danger of bringing on local inflammations, 
bleeding has been a very general pradtice 3 
it has been recommended by Pringle 
and by Huxham +, in the jail fever, and by 
many, even in the real peſtilence. This 
practice, from whatever authority it comes, 
I muſt condemn, as highly injudicious, 
hazardous, and often fatal: nothing ſurely 
can be more abſurd than to uſe any means 


— ſlate, when ths fergr is manifeſt, with 
2 quick and full pulſe, it wil be proper to Need, if 
not done before. Vid. Pringle, p. 315. | 

1 Though malignant and — fevers, at the 
very onſet, greatly fink the ſpirits, and cauſe furpriſing 
yet bleeding, to ſome degree, is moſt commonly requi» 
ſite. Vid. Huxham's Edays on Fevers, p. 104. 

ITE: E to 
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to diminiſh the ſtrength of the body, when 


© we are certain that, ſooner or later, the 
ſtrength will fail and require being ſup- 
ported; and when, though the pulſe may 


not be very ſenſibly ſunk, there are the moſt 
evident ſigns of debility and dejection. It 


2s true that here, as in every other fever, 


local inflammations ſometimes happen; but 


can thoſe * inflammations be prevented,” or 
are they to be cured by bleeding? Does 


any phyſician of this country now think of 


Having recourſe to the lancet, to cure the 
Fever, or what is called the putrid ſore 
throat? Are there not likewiſe many in- 
ſtances of eriſipetalous and membranous 


inflammation, where bleeding is pernicious 
or fatal +? But I leave the reader to form 


9 3 | 
of very diffcrrnt natures and teqminations has been a 


ſource of great miſtakes in the practice of phyſic. 


£5 81 a judg- 
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a judgment of this practice, from what 
thoſe gentlemen themſelves have written 
on the ſubject. ©" 

Sir John Pringle '6bſerves, that « in 
" e, fevers, bleeding conſtantly 
* moderates all the ſymptoms, but in this 
(the jail fever) it ſeldom has that effect. 
« The firſt bleeding, if moderate, little af= 
« fects the pulſe ; but if the evacuation be 
* large, and eſpecially if repeated, (to anſwer 
« a falſe indication of inflammation) the 
< pulſe increaſing in frequency is apt to fink 
in foree; and often irrecoverably; whilſt 
« the patient becoines delirious : and even 
« in every caſe, independent of evacuations, 
* the pulſe ſooner or later finks *; Many 
tc have recovered without bleeding; but few 
ho have loſt much blood EY 

Let us next hear Huxham on this ſub - 
ject. " Contagion certainly weakens the 


on Diſcafes of ihe Army, Bro. edit. 


Vid. Pringle 


*. „ 
+ Id. p. 315. 
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* force of the ſolids, and tends to diſſolve 
te the blood; fo that when we have a ſuſ- 


tc picion that a fever ariſes from contagion, 


t we ſhould proceed with caution in letting 


blood, even though the ſymptoms may run 


t pretty high at the beginning, and ſeem to 


demand the taking of a pretty large quan- 
<« tity, &. and therefore, though the firft 
bleeding may be proper, the ſubſequent 
n nay, pernicious *. The 

< pulfe in theſe caſes finks oftentimes ſur- 


e prifingly after a ſecond bleeding, nay 


* ſometimes after the ff. And this I have 
more than once noted, to my great aſto- 
« nifhment, and that even where I thought 
I] had ſufficient indicatians from the pulſe; 
* &c. to draw blood a ſecond time +. The 
* firſt blood frequently appears florid ; what 


« is drawn twenty-four hours after, is com- 
8 black, and too thin; a third 


Wr Krid, diſſolved, and ſanious 7. 


Hurham on Fevers, 3d edit. P- 108, Iz" 


1 Ibid. p- 10g. 
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Unleſs we had the evidence of Dr: 
Huben himſelf on this ſubject, we ſhould 

| ſcarcely have believed it p ſſible that he 
could have ordered repeated ble:ding under 
ſuch circumſtances ; but ſo difficult is it, 
even for the ſtrongeſt minds to get rid of 
carly prejudices, though their own experi- 
ence ſhews the falſchood of them every day. 
The truth is, that the pulſe, from which 
thoſe gentlemen , took their indication of 
bleeding, is always irregular, and never to 
be depended upon in this fever ; that from 
the ſmalleſt quantity of blood taken away, 
the ſtrength often finks irrecoverably, and 
that bleeding, even ſuppoſing it to do no 
miſchief, is not effectual, cither in prevent 
ing or in curing the phrenitic delirium, 
and other ſymptoms of local inſtammation, 
which ſometimes occur. I may alſo add, 
that the greater number of inſtances of 
phreniticodelirium'which I have. met with, 
either in this fever, or in the putrid fore 
Trey were evidently the conſequence of 
' + 0. — improper 


L 8 J 
improper treatment in the beginning ; and 
therefore muſt proteſt, ſo far as my feeble 
voice can go, againſt the uſe of the lancet-in 
the jail or hoſpital fever, and indeed in every 
other, when accompanied by what are called 


malignant ſymptoms; which are cauſed- by 


4 the higher degrees of putrid contagion. 


After blceding, both Pringle and Hux- 


* recommend cleanfing the primæ viæ, 
by a vomit and gentle purge. I have already 
mentioned the great benefit to be derived 
from an emetic, given upon the attack of the 


diſeaſe ; but when the fever has continued 


beyond what I. after Pringle, gall: the 
firſt ſtage, the uſe of an emetic is then 
more equivocal, eſpecially if the ſtomach, 
as is often the caſe, has become ſo extremely 
| Irritable as to reject every thing taken in; 
but if; along with this great irritability, there 
3z a ſenſe of burning heat and pain at the 
præcordia, with or without hiccough, and 
till more, if with theſe, ſymptoms: there 
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phyſieian in his ſenſes would think of ad- 
miniſtering an emetic, or of irritating the 
ſtomach, even with camomile tea . A ſa- 
line draught in the act of efferveſcence, ab- 
ſorbents, mucilages, and opiates, are at this 
time the chief medicines to be employed. 
In reſpe& to purging, I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve that, as the keeping the body gently 
particularly ſo in this, where the great op- 


pteſſion at the region of the ſtomach muſt 


be confiderably aggravated from ſpaſms, or 


flatulency in the bowels... At the fame time 
LI have always remarked, that the fick in this 


fever do not bear purging any more than 
blecding ; Tung 


found the pe a gta * 


"I The medicine ordered by Pringle. 1 
© + I have ſometimes obſerved perſons in low fevers 


more ſunk from the evacuation cauſed by a glyſter, than 
from tw or three ſtools in conſequence of any medicine 
taken by the mouth. What the reafon of this may 
be, I will not pretend to ſay ; but of the fact Tam 


certain, and therefore; I never order purging glyſters in 
thoſe fevers, except in the beginning. 
864 Aſter 
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| Abeericlewing the fiſt paſſages, Sis John. 
Pringle conkned his rade in the ſecond 
ſtage to promoting a diaphoreſis, by 
en niedicites-:of th fedorific cha. 
3 et The next care is to 
«« promote 2 dianboreſit, which in this ſtate 
4 of the fever is to be attempted only by 
* the milder ſudorifics, and for this pur- 
. ps the Hi —— has been 


enen e e Sh Dn 


and have bern confirmed by the cuncur- 
rang ps of . the ahleſt e 
22 « temper is 8 I give : dach 
* medicines only as were recommended 
« before in the cure of inflammatory fe- 
1 vers 3 viz. the contrayerya powders, witz 
< nitre- and camphire; and the c õm 


* page z. .. pu 378. 
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It muſt' ſtrike every one who reads this, 
as à ſtrange inconſiſtency, that the fame 
medicine ſhould be employed in two fevers 
ſo directly oppoſite to each other; for we 
ſurely have reaſon to ſappoſe, that a medi» 
cine which is of fervice in an inflammatory 
fever muſt be hurtful in a jail fever, where 
the indications of cure are ſo extremely 
different ; but - Sir John Pringle has in 
ſome meaſure explained this apparent con- 
_ ſaw any effect from the medicine, and 

therefore it might ſuit one fever as well ay 
another.” He fays 3 upon the whole, it 
% was 2 medicine which had little ſenfible 
« effect, and therefore I laid the leſs ſtreſs 
* upon it.” To be ſure, when we con- 
ſider what the medicine was, we muſt 
be ſatisfied- that its effects could not be 
great: it confifted of ten grains of nitre, 
ſeventeen of an abſorbent powder, Mree 
of camphire, and about three of con- 
trayerva, The laſt article appears to me 

es as 


LS). 
to be very ill fuited to an inflammatory 
fever, and in too fmall a quantity to be 
uſeful in a putrid one; whereas nitre *, 
| 1 e ee 1 
ciſteper. Ty 5 Ti 

Sir Joho Pringle +» was bind; Fe — 
aware of this, that in the third ſtage of 
the diſeaſe, or when the pulſe ſunk, with 
petechiz, delirium, or coma, he omitted 
root ;- or, inſtead of the powder, gave a 
decoction of the ſnake- root alone: and 
ee e ee e of bis 


Z * > The prafice of giving nĩtre wich 8 
contagious fevers ſeems to have prevailed very gene- 
rally, but whether phyſicians have been led into this 
practice from any partieular reaſoning on the qua- 
kues of che medicines, or from their experience of 
the of ſuch a combination, I cannot take upon 
me is ſay ; but, judging from the general effects of 
—:: rrp; org rae 
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practice, and the final reſult of his experi. 
ence, he gave a decoction of bark with 


ſnake-root ; though even with this medi- 
cine, he tells us, that he loſt one in ten, 
when the diſcaſe was mild, and the places 


where the ſick lay were well aired ; and 


that where the difeaſe was more violent, 
he loſt one in five. A degree of ſucceſs, 
which does not greatly encourage us 0 


adopt his method of cure. Beſides the de- 


coction of ſnake-root and bark, Sir John 
Pringle gave occaſionally a cordial mixture, 
made of the confectio aromatica and volatile 
alkali. . He alſo. gave wine, the praiſes of 
which in this fever, he juſtly celebrates. 


* So great,” ſays he, is the virtue of 
et wine in this ſtage of the fever, that L. 


% have known many recover from the 


* Joweſt condition, when, refuſing the de» 


. coction on account of its taſte, they took 
5 nothing but a little panada with wine, 
p and the volatile nn every two of 
b 8 
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Wbat he afterwards ſabjoins, reſpecting 
che neceſſity ef the patient taking fre- 
Auently ſome nouriſinnent or ſupport, and 
what he repeats, after Hoffman, of the 
danger of an erect poſture, are the obſerva- 
tions of 2 judicious praftitioner, and apply 
to every caſe of extreme weakneſs, and 
. 600 Ora, _ 
wid vers of all kinds. _ 

Sir John Pringle's fymptomatic+ treat- 
ment regards principally the phrenitic de- 
Reim and diarrhœa: for the firſt, he ad- 
viſes Iccches to be applied to the temples, 
though he does not ſay that he has ever ſeerr = 
them of fervice; and a bliſter to be put 
vpon che back, although, unlcfs for this 
particular ſymptom, he has no opirtion of 
the etility of blifters. For che duarrhæœa, 
he preſcribes What is commonty uſed, the 
 Thalk mixture with laudanum, recommend- 
ing to'check this ſymptom only, not to 
_ Hop it entirely. In cafes of phrenitic 
2 he omitted wine, and the de- 


Ws 
coction of bark with ſnake-roat, and had 
again recourſe to the contrayerva powders 
with nitre. His remarks on convaleſcents 
have nothing new in them, excepting the 
fingularity of his belief, that patients might 
recover after a portion of the ſubſtance of 
the brain had ſuppurated. | 
Dr. Huxham's practice in this fever dife 
fora but little from Sir John Pringle's, 
Beſides keeping the body open, he adviſes 
purging the patient gently, on the eighth 
oer ninth day of the dilcaſe ; he employs 
not only the vegetable but alfa the mineral 
acids; and rejects entirely the uſe of volatile 
alkali and bliſters, unleſs where their ſti» 
mulus is required. His principal medi- 
cines to promote a diaphoreſis are, cam- 
phire with vinegar, and ſometimes with 
opium, as in the paregoric elixir; or theriaca. 
In the laſt ſtage of the diſeaſe, he gave 
the Peruvian bark, eſpecially that tincture 
of it which long went by his name, joined 
with. elixir of vitriol. He recommends 
3 
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Arongly the uſe of wine, particularly port 


wine, with lemon or orange juice. - | 

Dr. Lind, phyſician to Haſlar hoſpital; 
whoſe excellent obſervations on contagious 
fevers juſtly entitle him, had he done nothing 
elſe, to the gratitude of poſterity, enforces, 
in the ſtrongeſt terms, the preventive prac- 
tice, or method of removing this fever in 
the beginning, by an emetic and ſubſequent 
 Fweating; the vomit he employed was a very 
gentle one, from fix to ten grains of the pow- 
dier of ipecacuanha ; to excite perſpiration, 
be preſcribes five grains of the ſalt of hartſ- 
Horn, united with fifteen or twenty drops of 
Hudanum, or with five grains of camphire; 
every four hours ; drinking large draughts 
of vinegar whey. But what chiefly diſtin- 
guiſhes Dr. Lind's practice, is the uſe he 
makes of bliſters, and the ſucceſs or advan- 
tage which he found in this fever from 
their early application.” It may be proper to 
quote his own words. Where the proof 
— Se ICIEIEY 3 
: <> FEY * 


[91]. 
vomit, &c.) recourſe muſt ſpeedily be 
* had to bliſters ; theſe are to be applied 
* to the back; if the head or limbs are af- 
 « feed, and to the breaſt, ſhould the pain 
& have ſeized that part. I do not know 2 
2 3 mark of a prevailing ĩnfectious 

© fever, than that, of twenty patients to 

3 it has been communicated, and 


« who were bliſtered at night, fixteen vu 


. 
© headach, pain, and fever. 
I cuzeiitte biceding, Dec a een 


opinion. This operation (viz. bleeding} 
4 is always dangerous, in proportion to the 


te virulence of the taint; fevers highly 
nnn | 

After ſome general reflections on the 
he ſays, Antimonials ſhould be exhi- 
* bited in ſmall doſes, frequently repeated. 
** I often add four or five grains of cam- 


* Vid. Lind on Fevers and InfeQions, p. 68. 
k. 70. 
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* in like quantity. When antimony 
<< ruffles or | purges; it ſhould be admi- 
«* niſtercd in-botuſes of conſect. cardigca, 
« electar. e ſcordio, or even philon. lond. 
and in caſes of great lowneſs, with the 
4 addition of five grains of ſal corn. cervi. 
He alfo recommends in low fevers, an in- 
fufion of contrayerva and ſnake- root, with 
ſore camphire, or diſtilled vinegar, * 
ſometimes rheniſh wine. 
Amongſt the eminent phyſicians of the 
preſent century, may be reckoned Boerhaave, 
Van Swieten, and Fred. Hoffman. Of the 
two firſt, it may be ſaid with truth, that 
| they had: no knowledge of the diſcaſe in 
queſtion. Bocrhaave makes no mention of 
this particular fever, and what Van Swieten 
has written on the ſubject of epidemics 
and exanthemata, particularly reſpecting pe 
techiæ, ſhews that he was as ignorant as 
Sydenhamof the nature of this ſymptom. As 


for Fred. Hoffman, one of the firſt praftical 
=S | 2 a 
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wy ficians that this or any age has produced} 
he not only deſcribes the diſeaſe with 
accuracy, but his method of treating it de- 
ſerves our particular notice. From him 
we learn the practice, fo ſucceſsfully fol- 
. lowed by Pringle and Lind, of curing the 
fever in the beginning by an emetic and 
ſweating T. The vomit he employed was 
two grains of tartar emetie in an ounce of 
elderflower water, and as much of that of 
carduus benedictus. To promote ſweating, 
he gave calcined N diaphoretie anti- 
mony, nitre, camphire, &c. He either re- 
jects bleeding entirely, or is extremely cau- 
tious in uſing the lancet. He cenſures the 
uſe of heating cordials, or what are called 
alexipharmics, in the beginning of the diſ- 
eaſe; recommends thediaphoretic antimony, 
with abſorbents, nitre, and camphire, for pro- 
moting a diaphorefis : but he ſeems to have 


| * Vid. Hi. feb. petech. in pritcip. Mund. ha 
p. 88. 
7 Vid. Tom. u. p- 92. Obſerv. vii. 
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placed his chief reliance on gentle purges, 
and on the liberal uſe of acids, not only 
the vegetable, but alſo thoſe of the mineral 
2 and likewiſe on the free uſe of 

e, particularly of rheniſh wine. 3 
bores gſt the phyſicians. of the laſt cen- 
. tury, our countryman Willis has deſcribed 
this diſeaſe very accurately, and has alſo 
related a ſtriking inſtance of it which, in 
the year 1643, appeared both in the 
King's Sas well as in the parliament s army at 
Reading. His method of curing this fever, 
confiſted in the judicious em pployment of 
evacuations, and of alexipharmics ; the firſt, 
as he juſtly obſerves, leſſens the fever, but 
Increaſes the effects of the poiſon; the 
other, by ſweatin g. EX pels the poiſon, but 
zs apt to increaſe the fever. In deſcribing 
the fever at Reading, he Bays, © Durante 
c canicula hic morbus que infeſtus, non uti 
« febris, fed velut mitior peſtis tractari, & 
& remediis tantum alexipharmacis expugnari 
8 © ceepit, R Huic "IV fatalrs cre- 
6 | 71753. 66 dita 
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da gt: vomitoria & purgationes inter- 
dum, licet non ita crebræ, uſui fuerunt; po- 
r fiſma autem medendi ratio in alexiterits, & 
diapboreſi tempeſtiue procuranda, ' flatue= 
« batur *." | 
In the writings of Sydenham there is 
not, properly ſpeaking, any account of a 
jail fever; unleſs we confider the peſti- 
lential fever, which prevailed in London 
after the plague, as a diſeaſe of the ſame 
kind: this Sydenham cured either by im- 
moderate bleeding, or by exciting, after a 
moderate bleeding, profuſe . ſweating for 
twenty-four hours. The bleeding patients 
ad deliquium animi, a practice which he 
ſtron gly. recommends in this diſeaſe, with 
| the various inſtances of ſucceſs which he ad- 
duces, and the authorities he quotes in ſup- 
port of this method of cure, as much ſurpaſs 
my comprehenſion, as they do my belief; 
this treatment is ſo contrary to our opinion 


„Vid. Willis de febreb. cap. xiv. p. 114. 29% 
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r end is the expacients er the 
moſt ' diſtinguiſhed phyficians, for nearly 
three hundred years. But, be the obſerva- 
tions of Sydenham true or falſe, I imagine 
few practitioners will be found of be e 
hardineſs to imitate his example. | | 
Upon the continent of Europe, there 
were many phyſieians of great eminence 
and profeffional merit, both in the fix- 
teenth Wat” EO centuries, who 
ſervations throw great light on the na- 
ture of the diſeaſe, and from whoſe prac- 
tice much may be learned. The principal 
af theſe are Fracaftorius, Foreſtus, Rive- 
rius, Mercatus, Zacutus Lufitanus, Minde- 
rerus, &e. But I do not intend to eneroach 
farther on the patience of the reader by ex- 
amining their practice in detail; for the 
generality of perſons I have perhaps already 
entered too minutelh into this enquiry ; for 
others, who wiſh on this, as on every ſubject, 
** 
probabißx 
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probably examine the ' authors 1 have 
quoted, and I can venture to aſſure them, 
that they will be very well rewarded for 
their trouble. They will find many uſeful 
and neceſſary cautions reſpecting the too 
| liberal and indiſcriminate uſe of the lancet ; 
they will obſerve that thoſe phyſicians in 
_ cupping or by leeches ; that they recom- 
mend the uſe of the gentleſt purges, ſuch 
as tamarinds, manna, ſyrup of roſes, &c. ; 
that they are always afraid of diminiſhing the 
ſtrength of the paticnt, at the ſame time are 
ſenſible of the danger of heating the body 
by the improper uſe of cordials, &e. ; they 
agree in the utility of wine, but are aware 
that, improperly adminiſtered, it may, like 
cur in praiſing acids, eſpecially thoſe of 
the vegetable kingdom, as vinegar, lemon, 
and orange juice, ſorrel, &c. and they 
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acids, aſtringents, aromatics, abſorbent pow- 
ders, boles, &c. &c.; ſome recommend 
_ contrayerva, all of them camphire and nitre. 
In their writiogs, are likewiſe to be found 
many uſeful; obſervations on the various 
means of obviating or palliating ſymptoms, 
by epithegms, embrocations, frictions, oint- 
ments, plaiſters, &c. and upon the advan- 
tage of cold drink; and the cautions neceſ- 
ſary to be attended to in indulging the fick 
in its uſe. But, for thoſe ho wiſh to 
know.more of the opinions and Practice of 
the ghyſicians of thoſe. ages and conntries, 


4 azuſt;;ceter them to the authors-;above = 


mentioned, and ſhall proceed to deſexiherthe 


method. of: treating this fever, which; upon 


the whole, I have found moſt. ſwccelabo, 
| and ITE: . 
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07 W e Cure of the Fail F. ever 
in the Second Stage, o or when the Di eaſe 4 


* 38 Med. 


Tur che miſchief arifing from a conta 
ion or poiſon introduced into the habit, can 
only be remedied by expelling the poiſon, or ; 
by eounteracting its effects, is a ſelf evident 
propoſition. I have already ſhewn how 
putrid contagion may, in the beginning, or 
at an early period of the diſeaſe, be quickly 
expelled. We learn alſo from experience, 
that when it has remained beyond that time. 
and prod uced certain effects on the body, 
its removal or expulſion, in this expeditious 
manner, becomes impracticable, and is there= 
fore no longer to de attempted; the buſi- 
neſs is now in the hands of nature, and 
muſt chiefly be entruſted to the natural 
powers of the conſtitution, whoſe inefficacy 
indeed we have too frequent cauſe to la- 

ment: at beſt we are expoſed, during the 
| H 4 conflict 
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conflict or courſe of the fever, to a variety of 
accidents, which often diſappoint our hopes, 
and ſometimes at the moment when we 
think ourſelves moſt certain of ſucceſs. . 

I have already explained how putrid con- 
tagion is to be expelled in the beginning by 


exciting vomiting, and ſweating; I have 


tion. I prefer tartar emetic to every other 
medicine of the kind, both from its acting 
rfully, and from its ſuperior 
efficacy in bringiog on an intermiſſion or 
remiſſion of fever. 1 generally, to an adult. 
give, at ficſt, two grains difſolved in diſtilled 
water, afterwards one grain every quarter 


of an hour, until it produces a proper ef- 


fe&, When its operation is over, I order 
ſome gently laxative medicine, unleſs th 


bas rendered this attention 8 
Before the patient is put to bed, he ſhould 


bathe his feet in warm water, to which a 


n or. if there jp 
| con- 
on oy 
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TT 
— it, go into — 
or tepid bath, for ten or twenty minutes. 
To bring on a perſpiration, which, after 
vomiting, is the moſt important part of the 
_ prophylactic practice, I know no medicine 
ſo effectual as an antimonial powder, in a 
proper doſe, with twenty or thirty grains of 
theriaca or mithridate , to which I com- 
monly add three or four grains of calomel z 
not that this has any power to occaſion 
eating, but it clears the bowels more com 
pletely than any other medicine, diſlodges 


Grace To promote the tendency to fireat= 
ing, ſame white wine whey, or ſage tea, 
acidulated with a ſmall quantity of vinegar, 
may be taken about an hour after the 
cauſed eee mne 

* The Geer vice is now fublitued by the 
Callege, inſtead of theſe compoſitions. Ih 
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- The perfpirrtion, once excited, n 


en up by tepid drinks, and by a repe- 
tition of the antimonial powder, if neceſ- 
ok pages. > = eee 
W is obtained; * the * then: to 


— 


— of — are to be re- 


moved by bliſters; change of air; (eſpecially 
 theiſea-air, or that of mountains,) warm 
— pn” ſuch neee of 
the tongue remains white, with a bad taſte 
in the mouth, — MEL 9=4 reſtleſs 


| difficulties to the phyſician: which occur i in- 


the ſecond flage, or when the fever is fixed 


and ceftabliſhed. . In reſpect to the proper 
treatment of the fever at this period, I have 


already examined the opinions of many emis 


nent phyſicians, eſpecially with regard to 


BE which, in oppaition to men a 


r very | 


T 2 2 3 


lat. 


| . 
very high authority, I have ventured to de- 
clare not only hazardous, but perfe&ly in- 
adequate to the purpoſes for which it has 
been recommended, as the inflammations 
that occur in this difeaſe are either eryſipe- 
latous or membranous; at any rate they are 
not of a kind 8 mn 
the lancet . | 

. chiavectdanpectes Want reſpects 

ing another evacuation, almoſt as hazardous 
as bleeding, viz. purging. I am ready to 
allow, that this may be employed with 
tent, and in putrid fevers; but I affirm, that 
the practice is injudicious and improper in 
the jail fever; I have ſeen ĩt followed by 
in voluntary. and colliquative ſtools, and 
ave great reaſon to ſuppoſe, from what I 
have more an once W. 
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this ſubject, in a paper on the diſtinQions of. i 
mations, publiſhed i in the 2d volume wt: medical 
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inteſtines. 
a hea tatenaF tbe 


advantage derived from fweating in the in- 


that, even then, it ſhould be conducted 
with caution, and not perſevered in, un- 
leſs followed with an evident abatement 


of the ſymptoms. I have-farther to ob- 
ſerve, that when this firſt period is over, 
prafule ſweating ſhould never be attempt- 
eds, . 


mn 


But although — profuſe . 


that ĩt ſometimes brings on gangene ofthe 


erſſarily aggravate the ſymptoms: of fever, 
and probably induce. 6 


the maxim of ze guid nini, ſhould be 


more religiouſſy obſerved than in the preſent. 
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tate of the jail fever, the keeping the body 
open and the ſkin moift, where this can 
eaſily be done, is at all times highly uſeful. 
The great objects, however, of the rational 


_ phyſician, at this period of the diſeaſe, are, 


to moderate the fymptoms of fever without 
diminiſhing the ſtrengtii, and to ſapport 


the ſtrength without increaſing the heat of 


the body or frequency of the pulſe ; and 
to anſwer thofe complicated and feemingly 
| oppoſite intentions, I do not know any 
medicines ſo proper as ſome of the prepa- 
_ rations of antimony, and the fpiritus etheris 
vitriolici, or the vitriolic ether itſelf. 
It is not my intention here to enter into 
the ſingular and whimſical hiſtory of anti- 
mony, employed as a medicine, nor to exa- 
mine the comparative merit of its various 
preparations ; it is ſufficient for my pur- 
poſe, that the efficacy of tartar emetic, and 
of the celebrated James's powder, in the 
cure of fevers, is now eftabliſhed upon as 
firm a baſis of experience, and of public 
2 25 be opinion, 
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opinion, as that of the peruvian bark itſelf; 


and thoſe gentlemen who bave the moſt ex- 


tenſive practice in warm climates muſt ac- 
| knowledge, that they would frequently be 


diſappointed in curing the fevers which pre- 
vail there by the bark, were it not for the 


remiſſion firſt obtained by the judicious uſe of 


tartar emetic. It is not, however, with the 
intention of exciting vomiting that I would 


give tartar emetic, or any antimonial medi- 


cine, at this ſtage of the diſeaſe; not but 
that even then it may ſometimes be uſefully 


given in nauſeating doſes ; but, in general, 
unleſs when there is ſome particular reaſon. 


for ſo doing, it is not neceſſary to excite 
nauſea; and it is perhaps more prudent to 
avoid it, as it may terminate in vomiting, 
and increaſe the irritability of the ſtomach, 


2 ſymptom always troubleſome, and ſome- 


times dangerous. I have ſeldom therefore 


given tartar emetic alone, commonly with 


the unwaſhed calx of antimony, &c. accord- 


ing to the form in the Appendix *: 1 have. 


Vid. Formulz Medicam. 5 
. alſo 


\ 1 : ; 
_ allo occaſionally and. indiſcriminately. uſed 
. James's Powder, or the pulvis antimonialis 
of our diſpenſatory; there is ſome difference 
required i in the doſe, according to the pre- 
paration employed, but I have not yet 
diſcovered any other material diſtinftion 
amongſt them. 

The great uncertainty in the operation. 
of antimonial medicines has always been, 
and ſtill is, a reaſonable objection to their 
uſe; they are apt to do either too little or 
too much; upon that account, therefore, 
 uoleſs in the beginning of the jail fever, 
we dare not venture to give any antimonial 
medicine in a full doſe, and in a ſmall one 
we are liable to be diſappointed of the de- 
fired effect. To determine their opera- 
tion to the bowels in a moderate way, and 
to do this without riſk, I generally, to the 
antimonial powder, add a few grains of rhu- 
barb or of calomel ; when I want merely to 
procure an evacuation, I uſe rhubarb, but, 
where the bowels are foul, or where. there 


ui calomel, fenced once or twice 
in twenty-four hours. The antimonial 
powder, thus managed, commonly anſwers 
extremely well; it keeps the body ſoluble, 
the ſkin moiſt, prevents the dryneſs of the 
mouth and fauces, and leflens the oppreſ- 
fion, anxiety, and ſenſe of heat at the 
Præcordia: if it purges too much, it re- 
quires to be corrected by abſorbents, aro- 

matics, and opiates; and if theſe ſhould 
not anſwet the purpoſe, we muſt leſſen 
the doſe of the medicine, or give 4 lefs ac- 
tive preparation. And if, notwithſtanding 
theſe precautions, the antimonial medicine 
ſhould continue to run off by ſtool, we 
muft defiſt entirely from its uſe. There 
are two other caſes alſo in which antimo- 
nial medicines are improper, either when, 
from the extreme irritability of the ſto- 
mach, they occaſion ſickneſs and vomiting, 
or when there is a difpoſition to profule 
NN There is 2 third caſe alſo, where 


an 


( m3] 

am doubtful of the propriety of employing 
them; viz. when they increaſe lowneſs 
and dejection, as I have ſometimes obſerved 
in women. This, however, is greatly ob- 
viated by the ſpiritus ætheris vitriolici, the 
other medicine, which, from a long expe- 
rience of its efficacy, I have ventured to 
recommend in the cure of contagious | 
fevers. 

This medicine hon an advantage over 
moſt cordials, as it does not increaſe the 
heat of the body, or the quickneſs of the 
pulſe, but, on the contrary, renders the ac- 
tion of the heart more regular and flow. It 
is alſo ſerviceable in promoting a diapho= 
reſis, and in leſſening the anxiety, tremors, 
&c. ; but as I have, in the Appendix, re- 


2 


this medicine, I ſhall ſay nothing more on 
the ſubject at preſent, except to mention 
the different ways in which 1 gs 


e e . 
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hemorrhage, I commonly give it in the 
infuſum roſe, two or three drachms to the 
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techiæ or vibices, and with a diſpoſition to 


pint. When there is great heat at the 
region of the ftomach, I prefer giving it 
in a glaſs of Seltzer water, either ſimply, 
or with a tea ſpoonful of lemon juice, which 


makes an efferveſcing faline draught. Where 


the ſtomach is extremely irritable, I give it 
in an infufion of mint, or of borage, and 


eiten in weak negus, made with, bock or 


wr aft wag we 
the 8 1 the 


therefore commonly to be preferred. But, 


altho I hate found the vitriolic ather and 


the compoſitions of it generally agreeable 
10 the taſte of the ſick, I 


3 


L * ] 

and thin met with perſons who had 2 
particular diſlike to it, and could not take 

it in any form: in thoſe caſes, I uſe cam 
phie in its ſtead, giving the camphire mix- 
ture either alone, or with the aqua ammonize 
acetatæ, by which I think its diaphoretic 
power is increaſed. 

"The aſt ef amphine in cintagions fevers, 
and in the plague itſelf, is almoſt eſtabliſhed 
by preſcription. Tt certainly often proves 
à x cordial to women. I have ſeen it like- 
wiſe diſagree with the ſtomach, particu- 
Hrly when -givert in ſubſtance ; but whe- 
ther it has any particular power to abate 
or expel contagion, to remove fever, or 
to reſiſt the tendency to gangrene, is as 
yet, I think, extremely doubtful. Ex- 
of employing any other in the fecond 
mended above ä 

| Iz cc 
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occurred; at the ſame time, as we may be 
called to perſons in the third ſtage, in which 
another mode of treatment becomes ne- 
ceſlary, I ſhall now enquire what are the 


medicines moſt proper at this period of 


the diſcaſe. 

When the patient is under a permanent 
coma or low delirium, with an increaſed 
propenſity to gangrene and a reſolved ſtate 
of the blood, (ſymptoms characteriſtic of 


this laſt ſtage) recourſe is commonly had to 


the peruvian bark, ſerpentaria, contrayerva, 
aromatics, volatile ' alkali, muſk, mineral 


acids, and wine, with the application of 
bliſters to the extremities. —The peruvian 


bark is ſtrongly recommended by Pringle 
and Huxham, at this period of the fever; 
and, - certainly, from the experience we 
have of the bark in gangrenes, and in 


all caſes of debility, it is the medicine that 
promiſes t to be. of the greateſt advantage. | 


The only objection that at this time can 


be S to its uſe, ſoppoſing the ſtomach 
| capable 


1 4 222 z 
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capable of retaining it, is, that if given 
in ſmall quantity, it is oppoſing a trifling 
remedy ' to a violent diſeaſe, if in larger 
doſes, it is apt to increaſe the dryneſs of 
the mouth and difficulty of ſwallowing, 
and often to ſuch a degree as to prevent 
our continuing the uſe of the remedy. It is 
from this confideration that, wherever the 
bark is neceſſary, I never truſt to the 
quantity given by the mouth, but alſo order 
it to be thrown up by glyſter every twelve 
hours; and, to ſupport the ftrength, I 
commonly direct the bark to be boiled 
in mutton. or chicken broth : of this, 

half a | pint or twelve ounces may be 
adminiſtered at a time, to which it is 

generally adviſeable to add twenty or thirty 
drops of the tinctura op. I do not 
ſuppoſe that the bark, thrown up by 
glyſter, would anſwer equally well as 
when taken by the mouth, in prevent- 
ing the paroxyſm of an intermittent, or 
. acceſſion of a remittent fever ; but, 

. =: © in 


. n A CY ” OY a 5 * 
* * 4 A q 1% 4 1 l F l 1 y N. 0 : : | 
A WOO MATEO PO ei" 7:4 A | t | e . ; * | | *** | * wy 
M 6a * e $ hls | *a 6 n 2 v l 4 A a r 
0 * 1 k Nis + ps N 10% rare” rey. wet 30 14 N * n e n ks F a a Lab A ey" n * WI 08 6 mw r 0 a f ; . 
3 . * uns * N * E | 8 - and r N 4 * Neeb * A * 4 ” 8 " 18 
Pw A Snails bs 4 N 3 am Las „ he Mb i att. IP 4 r K | " 4 
\ 


{ a 8J 


in-he kg age gf - purrid. or caalignaiit 


fevers, where the dryneſs of the mouth 


and fauces, and the difficulty of ſwallow- 


ing, frequently prevent the ſick from 
taking bark, in the quantity nece 


produce any permanent effect, — 
of -it are frequently of the greateſt ſer- 


vice, particularly when given in the man- 
ner now deſctibed, - as they anſwer the 
ouble purpoſe of medicine and of nauriſh- 
ment. But the uſe of the bark has not 
been wholly confined to the laſt gage af this 
fever; it has been often given in the very 
beginning, and there are many phyſicians 
who look upon it as the princip 
to be employed in this, and in every. fever 
af the putrid claſs, and . THY ſtage of 
the difcaſe. 8 

eee eee eee eee 


"tice of phyſic, whenever any medicine 


was found of extenſive utility, to ſuppaſe 
it univerſally ſo; ĩt ſaves the trouble of 
Kae, lupercedes the neceſſity of 
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% 
cxpartence; «bd puts knowledge and ignes 
rance on a level. Tar water, lime water, 
James's powder, peruvian bark, have each 
in their turn, within this laſt century, 
deen conſidered as panaceas, or medicines 
of univerſal appheation, and equal to the 
vure of all diſeaſes; but the folly of the 
day, or the caprice of individuals is of ſhort 
duration, and medicines, like men, at laſt 
take their level, and come to be eftimated 
pears, ee thay woc 

Bark is, without doubt, a medicine of 
very extenſive utility, and yet the indif- 
. ecriminate uſe of it is attended not only 
with inconvemience, but with danger; in 
many cafes of eryfipelas, in the firſt ſtage 
of the ſcarlatina anginoſa or ulcerated fore 
throat, and in the begianing of conta- 
. gious fevers, I have ſeen the bark given, 
and have myſelf repeatedly given it, both 
in fmall and in large doſes; the firſt ha 
little ſenſible effect, the latter evidently 
 agpravated all the fymptoms ; the heat of 

I 4 | the 


t _ 
the di thirk-dryncls.of the ſkin mouth 
and fauces, quickneſs. of the pulſe, reſt- 
leſſneſs, anxiety, and -watchfulneſs con- 
ſtantly increaſing. and in proportion to the 
quantity of bark given. I have likewiſe 


ſeen all thoſe ſymptoms ſubſide upon leav- 


ing off the bark, and adopting a different 
mode of cure. To conclude; after an ex- 
perience of fix and twenty years, I am not 
more convinced of opium relieving pain, 
or of mercury being a remedy for the ve- 
nereal virus, than of the impropriety and 
bad effect of giving bark in the beginning, 
or in the early ſtages, of the diſeaſes above 
mentioned. I am alſo fully perſuaded, that 
in the latter periods of thoſe diſeaſes, when 
bark is not only u&ful but neceſſary, it is 


ol great advantage to give it in the form of 
glyſter, and in the manner already deſcribed; 


a ſmaller quantity is then required to be 


taken i into the ſtomach, conſequently there 


is a greater chance of its being retained, 
and of avoiding the e of the mouth 
and fauces. l 
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ceded 
8 roots, which of late years have 
been o frequently employed in contagious 
fevers, as I have generally given them, or 
ſeen them given, with the bark, I have 
not been able to aſcertain whether, of 
themſelves, . they have any ſenfible effect. 
They are aromatic bitters and tonics, and 
as ſuch may be uſeful ; but as they are im 
general nauſeous to the patient, and, when 
joined with the bark, render its taſte more 
diſagreeable, I have of late years 22 
laid them afide. 
2. Weed ae eee 
of ſervice to abate ſymptoms, but I do not 
ſuppoſe, and indeed have never obſerved, 
that they have any permanent effect in ſe- 
vers. The caſe is different with the mineral 
acids, the antiſeptic power of which has 
been often noticed: when largely diluted, 
they are uſeful in the early ſtage of putrid 
fevers, by quenching thirſt, and leſſen- 
ing the heat of the body; but their moſt 


the laſt ſtage of thoſe fevers, joined with 
| the bark, they ſeem to increaſe the power 
of that medicine, ms, br hp POR 
W | 

As for wine, it has been univerſally recom- 
ended in contagious fevers, and, unleſs 
where the fick themſelves have a diffike 
to it, which is ſometimes the cafe, or 
when chere is reaſons to apprehend a phre- 
nitic delirium coming on, it may fafely be 
allowed in every ſtage of the diſtaſe. The 
water with which it is diluted, will de- 


Pend upon the time and ſymptoms of 


the diſeaſe. In the laſt ſtage, when the 


patient is extremely weak, with a ſank 
pulſe, and cold fweats, the ftrongeſt wine 
is required; and the proper quantity can 
only be determined, by the effect it pro- 
duces. I have given, with advantage, two 


C 5 


together, 


. to eee — and, in 


4 t % 
together, and I once gave two bottles of 
nm. 
. 

I have already mentioned, from Dr. Lind, 
the-uiilicy of: Waden is the en Men of 
contagigus fevers, or in the lighter degrees 
of infection. I cannot fay that, at a more 

advanced period of this diſcaſe, I have obs 
ſerved much advantage from their applica» 
tion; in the laſt age, when they are com- 
arms, I have never ſeep them of thi 
ſmalleſt utility, and I think there is a conũ · 
derable riſk of their bringing on mortification, 
Where a ſtimulus of this kind is required, 
1 prefer the application of finapiſms or 
muſtard. paultices, to the feet ; but even 
thoſe, if ſuffered to remain tos long, fome- 
times occaſion inflemmation and painful 
ulceration of the part, which, in all ſuch 
caſes, we ſhould carefully avoid. 
Before I conclude this ſubject, it may 


be nepeſſary to add a few words concerning 
| og 


„ | 
the wpinitn and management” of the fick, 
as their recovery is greatly promoted by 

per atttention to theſe cireumſtances. 
I have ſaid, that they ſhould be kept in 
beds and in a horizontal poſture; their beds 
ought to have no curtains, or atleaſt the 


curtains ſhould not be drawn about the bed, 
S as to prevent the free circulation of air; 


rather cold than hot; the windows, unleſs 


In very ſevere weather, kept open during 
the day; the quantity of bed clothes 
muſt be regulated by the ſtate of the pa- 
tient, and his habits of liſe; in general, 
the fick ſhould be lightly covered. Liquid 
nouriſhment is, in general, the only food 


they require, and as they commonly diſlike 


broths, we are confined to the uſe of 


but whatever they take ſhould be given in 
ſhould never be more than tepid, and, when 


gruels, panadas, and vegetable jellies, to 
which wine occafionally may be added; 


2 2 Ag. 2g N BBE 


(ws 1 


ei enen of viſceral or internal 
inflammatjon, quite cold. In many caſes, 
I have no objection to ice, or to drink cooled 
in ice. They ſhould not, however, drink 
much at a time; and, as they have ſeldom 
great thirſt, they do not require it. Fruit 
is commonly agreeable and uſeful to them. 


Treatment of particular Symptoms. 
Donix the courſe of moſt fevers, there 

are ſymptoms occur which greatly increaſe 
the ſufferings and danger of the patient, 
and, as they require a ſpecific or local treat- 
ment, demand a particular attention on the 
part of the phyſician. In the preſent fever, 
the ſymptoms that moſt immediately claim 
our notice are, great irritability of the ſto- 
mach itſelf ; burning heat and oppreſſion at 
the region of that viſcus ; anxiety, lowneſs, 
palpitation, and - tremors; headach, and 
phrenitic delirium ; ſymptoms of inflam- 
mation affecting other parts of the body: 
8 ſweating; ; purging ; hemorrhayes, 
an 3 


[ 1286 J | 

The ſtomach, which is always more or 
leſs affected in contagious fevery, is often, 
in the beginning ſo extremely irritable as to 
reject every thing taken into it. This is 
always a troubleſome and very alarming 
ſymptom, as it commonly, I believe, ariſes 
Jous coats of the ſtomach itſelf, or of ſome 
of the neighbouring viſcera. In this diſtreſ- 
ning caſe, I have known ſome relief afforded 
by fomentations, or by a plaſter of theriaca, 
or of opium and camphire, applied to the 
præcordia; internally, abſorbents, mucilages, 
the medicine which I have found the moſt 
uſeful is calomel, given in pills, to the 
eee eee, tes a ge 
oak ane ny een | 
nar oy: og of 
noke æther in a glaſs of Seltzer water, 

| neutral- 
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““ 
juice, and taken in the ſtate of efferveſcence. 
The vitriolic æther, or ſpiritus ætheris vi- 
 triolici, is alſo the beſt cordial and moſt 
effectual remedy, for the lowneſs, anxicty, 
tremors, and catchings, which ſo fre- 
' quently occur. 
| The moſt effectual means of obviating 
the phrenitic delirium, a ſymptom ſo much 
to be apprehended, and which in general 
proves ſo fatal, is to keep the body open, 
the air of the room cool, the patient lightly 
covered, and to avoid bark and all heating 
cordials. When the delirium had come on, 
I never obſerved any ſenſible relief from the 
application of leeches, or of bliſters ; but I 
have repeatedly ſeen a patient greatly com- 
plied to the forehead, or to the head ſhaved, 
fornentatioas. The embrocation I com- 
monly uſed is role water, with a {mall pro- 
portion of vinegar, and of canghanged 
ſpirit of wine. | 


Symptoms 


1 1 


Symptoms of pneumonic inflammation 
are only, I imagine, to be remedied by 
fomentations, cupping, or bliſtering, but, 


as T have ſeldom met with ſuch fymptoms, 
J can fay little on the ſubject, from my own 
experience. Where there is a tendency | 


to profuſe ſweating, the patient ſhould ſleep 
on 4 mattraſs, be kept extremely © cool, 
and take frequently a cup of the infuſum 
| already faid were improper ; if the mouth 
and fauces are not dry, the bark may be 
given; at any rate, it ſhould be 'adrni- 
red wine and water, ; cold, with « ew crop 
| Too great « tendency to purging require 
ä abſorbents, mu- 
 cilages, and opiates, with ipecacuanha or 
whether vegetable or mineral, muſt be 
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Fg the con Fr PIR State, and of the cnet 
es of contagious Fevers on the Can- 


en. 


1 fevers, 3 when 
they ariſe from a jail contagion, ſeldom ter- 
minate ih complete recovery, and it is con- 


monly à long time before thoſe who have 


eſcaped the firſt and more immediate dan- 
ger, are reſtored to their fotmer health and 
ſtrength ; they. in general remain languid, 
this ap peda ed, and their fleep un- . 
refrething ; they are giddy and faint, upon 
attempting to walk, or even from an erect 
poſture; their pulſe continues extremely 
| quick, ſomerintes e even quicker than during 
the fever; their fight- is frequently im- 
paired, 3 ils of the eyes greatly 
dilated; with a redneſs of the eye-lids, 
particularly in the morning ; their legs are 
* to > Fell towards night ; and they have 


Oo” generally 


1 : 


8 2 preternatural beat and dryneſs 
of their hands; ſometimes 


= Don perm perſons ar. 
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fect in theſe fevers, it is ſornetimes very 

long before the patient is perfectly free from 

giddineſs, and partial defects of fight : 1 

„ 
: . tek 
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Jlatsd; withia pulſe from a hundred 6 4 
hundred and twenty, as to give juſti grounds: 
to ſuſpect that the brain was materiallp-in« ! 
jured ;. and: yet theſe ſymptoms at: laſt hae 
gradually... dilappeared, and the | complete . 
recovery of the patient proved, that they 
. RICE 
and ĩtritability. 

When — 3 e 
anaſarcous, they require purging, and o 
monly receive immediate relief from a hriſia 
purge, combined with ſquills, or ſome other 
diuretis medicine. Cream of tartt with 
jalap.is,. r 
ee 

8 ; 
in the cheſt, or pericardium, it — | 
to adopt a plan of treatment proper 
cure of this complaint. I need hardy re- 
mark, that there would be great unpropriety 
and danger in ufing fox-glave, in-a caſe 
where the action of the heart 3s already (© 

weakened. 
<< K 2 Beides 


- P — EN 


2 1 
* - Brides-the complaints; which. I:kave 


tioned; as being ſometimes brought on by 


contagious fevers, ſuch as epileptic. fits, 
afthma; diſeaſed liver, jaundice, &. but as 
they vocut more rarely; and as 1 have no- 
thing nee de offer reſpbcting their ereat- 
ment, I ſhall conclude the preſent abject 
wir the declaration of Sydenham.— 
en ie barer t.. fer 
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"APPENDIX, 


CONTAINING 


1. A Paper on the Efficacy of the Spiritus 
Vitrioli dulcis, in the Cure of Fevers, firſt 
publiſhed i in the Medical Communications 

in the Year 1784; with Remarks. 

2. An Examination of the different Means that 
have been hitherto employed to deſtroy 
| the Jail Contagion, with the ſuperior Ad- 
vantages of the nitrous Acid for that 
Purpoſe. | 

3. Lerrers from the Commiſſioners of ſiak and 

© © wounded Seamen to the Author, reſpect- 
ing the Jail Diſtemper at Wincheſter. 

4. Report of the Committee of the Houſe of 
Commons, upon the ſame ſubject. 

5. Memorial preſented to the * 
Lord North, &c. &c. &c. 


6. Formula Medicamentorum, in uſum Noſo- 
comii Winceſterenſis, conſcriptz. 
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_ APPENDIX: 


On the Efficacy of the Spiritus Vitrials 
duleis, in the Cure of Fevers. By 
James CARMICHAEL SMYTH, M. D. 

Sc. &c. Read April 8, 1783, and 

. publiſhed in the firſt Volume of the Medical 

Communications of London, 


% WE may obſerve (fays a late eminent 
<«. writer) & that in fevers in different coun- 
tries and different ages, beſides thoſe re- 
„% medics which have a manifeſt action, 
« phyficians have uſed others, which, 
* though operating imperceptibly, were 


_ 7 
— * imagined tbe of berg c 
_ © conquering the diſeaſe.” © 

A very little profeſſional ele; 
— apy gue of »p-"equth of the 
preceding obſervation ; and a further ac- 
quaintance with the ſubje& will as cer- 
tainly lead him to regret, that whilſt the 


remedies of the ſecond deſcription, wich 8 


— — | 


_ rations of antimony, and ſome of the neu- 
tral falts, comprehend, I believe; all the 


medicines whoſe efficacy, independent of 


enecuations, arc yniyerially. admitted in the 


cure of fevers. Whether or not the dulci- 


fied ſpitit of varie geſerves 10 be added 
tg them, I ſhall leave athers te deter- 


mige; and confinig..myſelf for the pre- 


Set. to. dr ag £9 
briefly relate a er facts 9 
| be 
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1 1 
be thought not. ahgeher uamordy of 
1 

: Nee nd ben hen M Ine 


4 f useful remgedy, and ſtands highly 1 


commended by Riverius and Sydenham, 
for allaying febrile heat and thirſt,  abat- 
ing inflammation, reſiſting putrefaction and 
checking hemorrhage; and Sydenham in- 
forms us, that he chiefly depended upon 
this medicine for moderating the eruptive 
fever in the confluent ſmall- por. 


* "The ſpiritus vitcioh dulcis, A comb. 
| tion principally of the volatile vitriolie 


from 


„eden obtained from the com- 
D 
better underſtoad, and more accurately diſtinguiſhed, 
than formerly. The ſpirimus 
ſpiritus xtheris vitrialici af the Ln Collega, is 
knowp to he .qply the vitriglic æther with aden, and 


in the prgportion nearly of one % 70: the Edie. = 


burgh College, indeed, have ordered it to be made of 


ther and alcobdl, exactly in that praporien. The 


4 E $M» 


oe . . + : 4 a — ng. ds. 7 
Ol OO WOO AI / q ANI oe <1 0s ET» 


vitriali dulcis, now the 
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from- the fore-mentioned - ets e, and 
when prepared in the manner directed by 
the London "College, ſhews little or no 
acidity tothe raſte/; but has a peculiar pun- 
and agreeable flavour, reſembling 
— =ther,-or æther of Frobenius, 
Einaly quantity of which is commo 29 


ien WH iin 
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— png Toe hk =theris vitriolici | com 
ro, or the liquor anodynus mineralis of Hoffra 


convenient form for being exhibited as à medicitic. 


As there are caſes, however, where we may preſet 
giving the zther by itſelf, when we do ſo, it is a ne. 
celſary precaution to pour the æther firſt on ſugar, be- 
re =7 


3 . 
This 
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; 3 tas very — 1 believe, — 
employed in practice; a preparation ex- 
tremely — to it, well known by 
as an antipaſmodic; but neither one nor 
the other (fo far as I have. been able to 
learn) had in this country, ever been uſed 
in the cure of feyers, previous to the year 
1769 ; unleſs the dulcified ſpirit of vitriol 
may be ſaid to haye been ſo, as forming 
part of the compolitian of a quack medi- 
cine fold in town by the name of Clutton's 
febrifuge tincture -x. 

It was in the ſummer of the year 1768, 
fied ſpirit of vitriol in the cure of fevers. 
From: ling on the ſenſible qualities 


— had long been laid aide and was 
| little-known,” when it was again introduced to public 
notice by Mr. Sutton, who uſed it in the compoſition 
of a drink be gare to his patients under inoculation, 
e es ge: - * 
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VV 
led $0 imagine, that I ſhould fand it uſe- 
ſul as a cordial and antiſeptic, in cafes 
of. the putrid au malignant kind. A 


er m 1 had at firſt: ſulpecded ; but 
| having at that time few opportunities of 
making ſuch. experiments as would prove 
- Gitisfactory, I applied to 2 friend, phyſician 
90. ang of the royal hoſpitals, of whom 
(after explaining to him my opinion of 
the efficacy of the medicine} I; requeſted 
the favour that he wobld give: it «lone, in 
de firft caſes of fever * which: ſhould occur 
. 
to judge fairly of its real eg. 


2 TTT 
2 of player a wr ent rey 
of the medical obſervations- and enquiries). but, fot 
Private reaſons, which it is needleſs here to explain; 
It was not publiſhed: by „ e g 


11. LENS. | 


„ | 

The five following caſes then, dela this 
frrft:in Whick it was thus adminiſtered 1 
ſhall give as they ſtand in my journal; and 
Having myfelf n iguted down the partieu- 
lars of each, and! taken the reports daily 
at the bed nde of the fick, 1 can anſwer 
for the un men 5 em 
0 5 a Os. Os at 


gern 
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cas ® 7 EIT 
. 5 les N 
years of age, who had been ſeized: with. a 
fever eight days before, was admitted into 
the heſpital on the agth of October 1768. 
wth tho. being ſymptoms, viz, great 


A 


to hes; her tongue was white and moiſt ; 
her neck and breaſt covered wu many 
fall petechis of a dark brown" colour ; 
dach the 
1 _— 


| Tn 
| the heat bf her body cotifidderdbly. in- 
creaſed, and her . * 120, 15 2 
minnt. 

„ 
the fame day, ſhe began to take the dulci-" 
. lbeang eg: 5 


eo ni 4-4 on. 

after taking the medicine; reſted well in 

| AHA Ba 
* 1 5 26 n N 


| r 
dofing, but when. rouled is pætfecly-ſenſi- 
ble. Having bed . den lee ber 4. 
wet the fllowing bolus ar daa. 
R puly. aba - 
: Sal. niti =, = - =- 


e Gmpl: C fat bel. 
© 4% > #8th 
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28th-—Pulle 38. The bolus: purged — 
three - times; ſhe continues to have a. 
moiſture on” the ſkin; reſted: well in the 
night ; is always aſleep even during the day, 
and. bas. 20 complaint but weakneſs. . 
'29th—Pulſe, 86. hed ty 


| perate; and excepting a 
| neſs, is free, from complaints... n -ÞA-- 

zoth—Pulſe 72. The lowneſs ani drow- 
zineſs cominue ; in other reſpects the 15 
well. She was ordered beef- tea. 2 
34 f Pulſe 62. Her ſkin i temperate ; '- 
ſhe:is till low and languid; ber urine does 
not break nor depoſite a ſediment. . * 

Nov. Iſt.Pulſe 65. She reſted well in 
be nigdt; an che now begins to lach 
mi is 2 but not 
the was direQed to take © — of © 
3 ya after was — 
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neck aut breaſf, with 2 red raf all over 
E breaſt and arne Fre ws vrteted thi 


CLAY . 


— Winthtoagth 9 
about ninereert years of age, why Bat been 
ferzed- witly 2 fever x week. before,” was 
brought t the holpitaf Oftober 25, 1768. 


extremely remet bot; his pulſe 100A minute: 


he complaiticd greatly of Beadich; anxitty; 


debility” arid dejection. When he endea- 
youred- to put out his Hands; or td fhew 


his tongue; they were affected withr æ re 
matieable-tremor. His tongue was white 
aud moiſt; his counteriance* fluſhed! and 


che lite · of His eyes had a: tarbid-appear- 


ance: There were florid perechiz o H 


dulcified ſpirit of vitriol, in the fame 
manner as in the preceding caſe. 
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* Oober 261h—Pulſs Be. He ſeated af- 
ter taking the medicine; has paſſed a good 
night, and fays that he is perſectiy eaſy. 
Having bak no ſtool, he was —— 2 
eee rn hain of nothing 
but weaknefs. The moiſtare continues of 
his ſkin ; his tongue is ſtill moiſt and white; 
the glyſter having failed in procuring an 
cracuations. he was octered:to.ake at be$- 

time a rhubarb bolus. - 
28th—Pulſe 66. The bolus has operated 


four or five times; he continues to fweat 


gently ; the medicine agrees with him, and 
he is ſo much relieved by it that (to uſe 
his own expreſſion) he chin ic has Gaved 
his life. | 
et a eee Flies" 
in a leſs degree, and his countenance has a 
dull and heavy appearance. + 

zoth and 31ſt—Pulſe 68. His urine now 
breaks and depoſits a ſediment ; he is free 
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Nov. iſt—Pulſe xe The tremor, ;p 


+ more 3 
- -uitradl.. dulcis was now laid aſide, and he 

was ordered n decoction en, 
| ſnakeroot. . 


Nov. d- Pulſe 52. - His urine . 


—— he ſtill complains of 


weakneis and giddineſs, ere aole- 


A egi 


bas, in a great meaſure, recovered an healthy | 
appearance. A few _ was 


diſmiſſed the boſpital. 


CASE 101. 


Sarah Ford, a woman about fifty years 


of age, was admitted into the hoſpital on 


the firſt of November, 1768. She was of 
a delicate and weakly conſtitution, and had 


for 


[7 1] 

for many years been ſubject to hyſterical 
complaints. About a fortnight before, ſis 
had been ſeized with a ſhivering, fuc- 
ceeded by heat, headach, pain of her 
back, violent vomiting and purging. © The 
vomiting had ſaon ceaſed, but the purging, 
though not ſo violent as at firſt, at the 
time of her admiſſion continued, together 
with headach and pain of the back, anxi- 
cty, weakneſs, lowneſs and great thirſt. 
Her pulſe was 120 in a minute. 

The /þ:rit. vitriol. dulcis was ordered in 
the ſame manner as in the two former caſes, 
only with this difference, that inſtead of 
three drachms there was half an ounce 
put to each quart of water. She was di- 
rected likewiſe to uſe the decuct. album 
for common drink. | 

Nov. 2d—Pulſe 92. She has only taken 
the medicine three times, and has always 
ſweated after taking it. Her headach ſtill 
continues, but the anxiety and pain of her 
back are © greatly relieved. 
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ov. 30 Pulſe 72. She flept but little 
ry — night; the purging has entirely 
ceaſed; her ſkin feels temperate, and ſhe 


_ has e but giddineſs and weak- 
neſs. 


"4rh=Continies fee hom fever, but is 
ſtill weak. - 

Fth— Having no dauer der . 
nels, is directed to take a decoction of bark, 


and in a few days was diſmiſſed, cureld. | 


* 2 J p * 
. ; 


"Kiſh Bird, a young woman nineteen 
Fears of age, was admitted on the ſt of 
November, 1768, About fix days ago, the 
was ſeized with a fever and fore throat, 
attended with Readach and vomiting. The 
welum pendulum polati, uvula, and tonſils 


were ſwelled and greatly inflamed. The 


inffammation was of a crimſon colour, with 
whitiſh floughs on the tonfils and uvula. 
ö : 


£ — 


She had great pain in ſwallowing, and 
even in ſpeaking; and fometimes a degreg 
of difficulty in breathing. There was a 
red effloreſcence on | her face and arms. 
Her pulſe was 120 in a minute. All her 
ſymptoms wee A eee 
evening.” 

Ae es ede cen REY) 4 8 
in the ſame manner as in the two firſt caſes, 
and alio a gargle for her throat. 
Nov. 2d—She has ſweated conficacty, 
though not profuſely, ſince ſhe began to 
take the medicine; has had à tolerable 
night, being neither ſo hot, nor having ſo 
much difficulty of breathing as before. 
Has. bled at the noſe in the night, and 
again this morning. The inflammation 
but the white ſloughs remain 6n the uvula 
and tonſils; and the red efloreſcenee is 
ſtill to be obſerved on one arm. She can 
ſwallow with greater eaſe, and ſpeaks more 
$$: diſtinctly. 
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- an Her pulſe is 78 and full, and 
the complains much of giddineſss. 
Nov. 3.—Hez pulſe is now 80; her ſkin 


cool; her throat greatly better; has this 


morning again loſt a confiderable quantity 
of blood by the noſe, and was alſo fick at 
the ſtomach. Upon enquiry I learned that 
her menſes were obſtructed, and that the 
- preſent time was the uſual. ane of 8 


Appearance. 


8 "4ch—Her pate a, 75. abe ſkin tem: 


| Sn wed cnn — cod chis: 
is now only a flight inflammation. of « palc 
nn on the uvula and tonſils. 


— aims fam. ccm: 


the amen of tha, fauces is . 
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days was diſmiſſed the Tap pity 
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Elizabeth Ruſſel, forty years of age, 
about the 27th of October, 1768, was 
ſeized with the uſual febrile ſymptoms, 
accompanied with a ſore throat, fickneſs, 
vomiting and purging. The vomiting was 
of ſhort duration; the purging continued 
for' a day or two longer, but on the ad 

of November, when ſhe was admitted into 
the hoſpital, had entirely ceaſed. © Her 
complaints were now a ſoreneſs and ſtiff- 
neſs of her neck, violent headach, and 
pains in her limbs. Her arms and hands 
appeared ſwelled, and there was a red 
effloreſcence on her arms. The inflam- 
mation of the fauces was confined in a 
great meaſure to the velum pendulum palati 
uvula, and azygdal/z, which wers of a 
deep red colour; her pulſe was 130 in a 
minute. * | 
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She was ordered the ſpirit. wales, dat, | 
as in the three preceding caſes. 
Nov. 3.—Her pulſe is ſtill 130; PIPER | 
fweated a little in the night; finds herſelf 
na better, and thinks that her headach is 
| rather worle fince taking the medicine. 
-.4&h.—Pulſe . 140.—She 8 
| alter taking the medicine ;. complains prin- 
cipally of pains in her limbs, and unagines 
that ſhe has, in ſome meaſure, loſt the uſe 
of her lower extremities. . Her throat it 
tion is of a paler. colour. e 
in her body ſhe was ordered a glyſter, and 
2 ſolution of cream r 
her common drink. The doſe of the 
ſhirit. —— ̃ͤ——— 


Agq- pure - - uncias quatuor 
Syrup ſimp. -  - - drachmas duas 
M. F. Hauſtus tertiis horis ſumendus. 


[u 

Nor. gth.—- Pulſe ill 30 —She has got 
out of bed this morning and looks talerably 
well. Her tongue is clean; the inflam- 
. Baits 

mean dn, ber ume . in 
feels temperate. She complains much of 
pain and weakneſs in her limbs; ſays that 
the medciue-occaſions no ſweating, though | 
| flools Sac the aſed- the cream of tartar 
d 

"ah 5 
of blood. and to take the forrit. vitrials 
dulcis, emen 

Ech. —Tbe headach and pains of ds 
limbs continue; the heat of her body is 
temperate ; the effloreſcence on her arms 
entirely gone, and there is only a flight 
redneſs remaining on the uvula and tonſils. 
Her pulſe is ſtill 130 in a minute, and inter- 
mits after every ſixth or eighth pulſation. 


even in the 
preſent form, makes her bot Raton 
and as it appeared to have no effect in re- 
 Heving her pains, it was diſcontinued, and 
a volatile julep was ſubſtituted in its ſtead, 
which agreed well — her,” * the __ 
recovered. ; 
The ſpirit. vitrioli dulcis EINE 
in two other caſes of fever beſides the fore- 


going; in one of which it ſacceeded, 
but failed in the other; of theſe I can 
give no particular account, ſome private 
buſineſs having interrupted my attendance 
at the hoſpital, I was, however, informed, 
that in the caſe in which it was unſucceſs- 
ful, though the doſe had been increaſed to 
2 a drachm, and continued for four or five 
days, it never occaſioned any permanent 
-diaphorefis, nor leflened the frequency of 
the-pulſe ; but in that in which it ſuc- 
ceeded, ĩt produced a diaphoreſis, and ope- 
rated much in che fame manner as in 'the | 
The 
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be following table ſhews, at one view, 
the daily alterations in the frequency of the 
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+1 Whoever conſiders with attention, the 
preceding caſes, and is acquainted with the 
uſual progreſs of fevers, accompanied by 
ſymptoms ſimilar to thoſe deſcribed, will 
readily allow, that theſe examples, though 
not very numerous, are ſufficient evidenee 
of the efficacy of the medicine in queſtion; 
and that its power in removing the anxiety 
and reducing the frequency of the pulſe, 
was too remarkable to eſcape the notice 
even of the moſt careleſs of the profeſ- 
on. But although the foregoing caſes 

MN map 
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pected, that after fifteen years experience 
I ſhould give ſome more recent inſtances of 
its ſucerſs, or fome further obſervations 
reſpecting its aſe. Of its ſucceſs, it would 
be an caſy matter for me to give more 
examples, and to add to them ſome reſpec- 
table teſtimonies from others, but the 
focicty will probably be of opinion, ihat 
it is better to avoid the tediouſneſs of me- 
dical caſes and to give the reſult, rather 
ö — 


ſubject. 25 


un de Gad isse, L think ie necelary to 
obſerve, that any. phyſician who ſhall give 


| the fame ſueceſs which followed theſe firſt 
trials of it, will, in all probability, be diſ- 
appointed; as the medicine, though of 
8 balk in certain _ is by 


y be thought: fully to prove the efficacy = 
col dhe medicine, it will, perhaps, be ex- 
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In the acute rheumatiſm, and in the 


it is extremely improper ; even in the caſe 
of Elizabeth Ruſſel, which appeared ta 
me at the time a kind of arthritis vage 
(e hat is —— 


In the remittent and common putrid 
fevers, I have ſometimes alſo preſcribed it 
without any apparent benefit ; it is, how- 
ever, but juſtice to acknowledge, that in 
ſuch caſes, I have never yet obſerved any 
and that even where it failed of ſucceſs 
when given alone, it has been productive 
of the beſt effects, when joined with fmalf 

doſes of emetic tartar. 
— I may likewiſe with track alley, de 
the low ſtate of putrid fevers, (where cor- 
dials are wanted) it is one of the beſt me- 
| dicines 


= [158] 

dicines of the kind, 1 
aſſiſts the bark in reſiſting the ſeptic ten- 
dency of the diſeaſe. But the caſes of 
all others, to which it ſeems to me the 
moſt peculiarly adapted, and where I have 
ſeen ĩt produce the moſt ſudden and ſur- 
prizing effects, are thoſe: fevers occaſioned 
by contagion, or what are commonly called 


the jail or hoſpital * fevers.” In theſe, 'as 


its cordial powers are more immediately 
neceffary, ſo they are in general more 
evident and ftriking ; its operation alſo as 
a diaphoretic, is here of the utmoſt conſe- 
quence: for by promoting a perſpiration 
or ſweat, it promotes the only method 
in my opinion, by which theſe fevers 


(unleſs at the very beginning) can poſſibly 


de cured: Upon the whole, I eſteem the 


| Yalcified ſpirit of vitriol a medicine of 
r cure of ne 


For a deſcription of theſe fevers 3 Sir John | 
Pringle on the Jail Fever; and Dr. Lind's Eſſays on 


Ferers and Infection. | | 
g general, 


f SS 
general, and more particularly ſo in thoſe 
ariſing from contagion; nor do I know 
(excepting perhaps emetic tartar, or ſome 
ſimilar antimonial) any one medicine to be 
preferred to it ; not even the peruvian bark 
itſelf, / though ſo ſtrongly recommended by 


Sir John Pringle *, an authority in phyfic 


to which I ſhall always pay the higheſt 
deference. and reſpect. 


It is a circumſtance perhaps deſerving our notice, 
that in the cure of the jail fever, Sir Joha Pringle never 
gave the bark till the third or laſt ſtage of the di ſeaſe ; 
a period when I apprehend the cure to be very much 
out of the reach of art, and when all the advantage to 
be derived from any medicine is merely the palliating 
or obviating of ſymptoms. Neither would the ſucceſs 
attending his practice induce us to follow his example, 
as he acknowledges, with his uſual candour, that at + 
Ipſwich he loſt at leaſt one fifth of his patients. 


REMARKS. 


tion of what I have already publiſhed on the 
ſubject. The ſpiritus ætheris vitriolici, or 
vitriolic æther, which is nearly one and the 
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made, I certainly have had time enough to 
judge of the effects of this medicine, and of 
the caſes in which it is proper to be given, 5 


and have no heſitation in declaring, that the 
reſult of my experience is only a confirma- 


fame thing, I have generally found a medi- 


cine of great ſervice in contagious, petechial, 


and low nervous fevers * : although I have 
always 


. 
accurate, nor is it poſſible they ever can be fo, (if, 25 
I have alledged, they are only varieties of the ſame 
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always obſerved the moſt remarkable effects 
from it in the firſt; Its ſenfible and more 


immediate operation, in this fever, is to 
rr IEP 
to 


CO EE ner 
eomès neceſſary to define the terms we employ. 
tdilagions fever, then, I would be underſtood to mean, 
tea fever that is capable of being communicated, 
becauſe ragit fevers. are ſo more or lefs, but a fever 
cauſed the contagion of the human miaſmata, or | 
by a very highly putrid vapour. 

Pererbial fever, 36 n De for, 
ag: peter frequently occur in all putrid fevers, it 
may be ſaid, that they cannot diſtinguich any particular 
ſpeeies, nor conſtitute a ſpecific difference, This I 
readily admit ; but it is ſufficient to my purpoſe, as a 
practical phyſician, that petechiz appear at ſome ſea- 
ſons; and in ſome ' fevers, more frequently and more 
conſtantly than in others; neither do they depend upon 
| the violence of the diſcaſe, nor, apparently, upon the 
violence of the cauſe ; nor do they appear to have any 
certain relation with the general tendency to putrefac- 
tion; but from whatever circumſtance of the diſeaſe, 
or of the conſtitution they ariſe, T have remarked that 
the fpiritus =theris vitriolici, given with the infuſion 
r = 

M Law 


Im] 
to leſſen the irritability of the 
— — 
to cauſe a moiſture or perſpiration fon the 
ſxin in ſhort, I have never: yet ſecm any 
medicine given, whoſe efficacy is ſo ſen- 
fibly felt by the fick chemſelves, or which 
ſeems to bring the diſeaſe to ſo ſpeedy and 
happy a termination: but, as my teſtunony, 
or the communications of friends, may be 
ſuſpecteũ of partiality, I ſhall adduce an 
— A I OOPRy pot 
obj be made. 40 0 Ae 
| — the Wef⸗ 

CC 


2 1 is a term equally undefined 
Wu the former. I only mean to expreſs by it thoſe 
caſes of fever where lowneſs and weakneſs is 2 prin- 
. cipal fymptom; not however when the weakneſs is 
directly and immediately cauſed by the fever, but when 
- It is natural. tothe conſticition, of is the ebed of pre- 
vious debilitating cauſes, operating either on the body 
ere 
en een, 


2 * 


my R 


i 3 . — 3 oy 
ens in any degree truly and permanently 
beneſicial, in enabling the ſtomach to 
Is Many: cafes fully evinced this; and a 
ew occurred in my practice, wherein the 
e eure 2085 completed by this medicine alone.” - 
an This gentleman's evidence I. confider as 
the more important, being the teſtimony of 
a man of obſervation, and wWhaſe book is 
ritten expreſoly for the purpoſe of recom- = 
mending another practice, r 
medy. Again, 

« The caly e +; 8 
he resommende the uſe of ather in 


© » Vide Chiſholm on the Malignant Nabend! 
"ny mm e oh moatonm 
5 E ——— ahi 
| the Medical Communications of London, u. 40 . 
wers in fa@ the ſame medicine. -- — 
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ſonnier: pt dans ce , 
| « of * — plus — h 
| we, et de retabler le ton de I qtamac, 

& ee ile routes tos partict. Ce remede rumime, 
hu tre mecendiaire, er em dne em 

« olir ici la double mula Ad uren: ler 
5 Jener de le nature, a de- fippofer- à de 
| * 2h er bum. Fe fass--qu'a 
_ & Chen, ad une maladie, à pru-pris de 
rette nature, 1 enlove is quatre einquiimes 
Akt perfonnes qui etotent pues dans-cette 
<< colonie, pluficurs malades reduits & Fex- 
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< ant fait de ce remede, et qu ili prenozent «7 
e mm en aſſer grande quantit?*.” This « ] 
« ample; teſtimony (continues Dr. Chi- « 6 
14 holm) was ſufficient 5 — to 40 
0 : 5 <6 S, Sd bxmnmoen bt. 251. See Ml 
1 __ - Ufo ſoincthing nearly 20-the ſame purpoſe in O. 2 
k ö eee | G«; 
| — 9 ">= ©. un | | 
| i 4 . « try 


| = ; 
try it in a malady that had hitherto r- 
56. fſted all the means uſually recurred to. 
The event juſtified the practice. I 
gave the ther in the following manner. 
« The patient being allowed 0 temain 
*.mexlifiuebed, about an hour, I gave him 
about a tea · ſpoonful, in abant half = 
««. vine · glaſsful of cool water. After this 
« hours, when the doſe was repeated. At 
the expiration of another hour, the bark 
4% was offered him; and, if he ſwallowed 
« given only once in five or fix hours. 
4% But as this very ſeldom happened, i 
« was generally neceſſary to repeat the 
4 zther in the lame quantity every three 
« hours, till the ſpaſm of the ſtomach was 
« entirely overcome. Ather, given in the 
« manner I have mentioned, is extremely 
2 patient; it occaſions an 
« « 2nd gry mula the mach This 
M 3 2 


«heron ce nar tox 
* lcngth'giyes it permanency. Ir appears | "= 
te to act as 2 tonic, an antiſeptic,” ind an 
60 agreeable ſtimulant ; a warm glow over- re 
r ſpreads the ſurface, and thirſt, nauſea, and 8 
« oppreſſion often have fled before it.” © 
Wboever compares the preceding obſer- 5155 
vations of Dr. Chiſholm and of Monſ. Poiſ- hes 
ſonnier with what I have written on the dr 
ame ſubject, muſt be ſtruck with the of 
exact fimilarity between them. In reſpect 52g 
to this I ſhall only fay, that though one 1155 
man may be miſtaken in his obſervations, 
from ſeeing the effects of remedies in too 
e deere, on 
yet, e 
tries, and at different times, without having 
any communication with each other, agree 
Jadodoubt of the track of their obfcraation. a5 
N merit T can claim, if it can be 1 
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reckoned ſuch, is the having been the firſt 
to point out the efficacy of this medicine | 
fevers ;, and I am tl the 
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1 * different MAB be, 
to deflroy the J Conta- 
Sun, with eee. Ye? 
_ nitrous * that . 
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Tur various means "SY 


' for deſtroying contagion, may be arranged 


under two TITLE Oi" 
the Phyſical, and the Chemical. 


I formerly took notice that 3 
whether ſpecific or putrid, are either check- 


ed, or completely deſtroyed, by the extremes 


of heat and cold; and that they are alſo, by a 


free expoſure to air and water, fo diluted or 
diſſolved, as to loſe their noxious quality. 


| Het and cold.thap, "with fr. any} weaves, | 
which, uber rote e ern are ef. 


fectual in blunting or deſtroying contagion, . | 
| A. degree of heat, * that of an oven, is 
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found neceſſary for the complete deſtruction 
of contagion, but as this degree of heat is 
incompatible with animal life *, its applica» 
tion is ſolelyconfined to the purifying of ſuch 
clothes, furniture, &c. as cannot be injured 
by this treatment. But, although the de- 
ſtruction of contagion can only be uſed for 
cioully- managed, may, in various Ways, 
tend to leflen the power, or to check 
the progreſs, of this pernicious vapour : 
for, as cloſeneſs and dampneis are favourable 
to the production and ſpreading of con- 
tagion, drying and rarifying the air, by 
counteraQing theſe, muſt, ſo far at leaſt, 
ü. antidotes. So; — 


» A — 
prove deſtructive to all animal life, effeQually deſtroys 
this infection in all fubſtances which can be for ſome 
time expoſed to it. Vide Lind's Obſervations on the 


Jail Diftemper, Anne 2779. | 
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flve, s of great benefit ; for, by con- 
ſuming a portion of the air, it cauſes a more 


ſenfible rene wal of it, and, min fact, is one | 
of the beſt ventilators: In employing fire 


2nd heat; however, care muſt be taken not 


to increaſe the heat it che apartments of 
| Hurtful 


the Bek. s this would prove 
to them, than the drying or renewing of 


| ö ans, 28-138 THE) 
The degree of cold neceſſary to deſtroy 
wings is probably, Rte the degree, of 


Hear, weeaftRent weitly life; ah, thetefore, 


checked er ſuppreſſed by col, here ar 


pletcly deſtroyed Befides, as it is not in 


Dur power to employ cold at pleaſure, the 


aeſtion reſpecting its effect, of whatever 
importance it may be to the pathologiſt, is 
TM to N phy: 
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when concegtrated, and are harmleſs when 
mitted ;-and- it is upon this principle, that 
clothes, bedding; or other matters to which 
deleterious quality, by expoſure for a fuf- 
ficient length of time to the open-air, or to 
a current of water; but, as the time requi- 
tain, and as contagious clothes, goods, &c. 
cannot always be expoſed in a proper 
_ neceflity of - haying recourſe to thoſe more 
expeditious means of | purification which 
chemiſtry affords, _ which 1 ſhall next 


; Win 
ation or admiſſion of air into priſons or hoſpitals, can 
remove or deſtraꝝ contagion hen once-it is preſent. 
The ſame may be ſaid af water. But though neither 
| contagion, both may be uſcfolly employed in dhunting 
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ſurning a portion of the air, it cauſes a 


ſenfiblerrenewat of it, and, in fact, is one 
er the beſt ventilators: In employing fire 
to increaſe the bet in "the uapattirients' of 
the Bek, as this would prove more hurtful 

to them, than the drying or renewing" of 
B be advhiitaO © 6x ner 
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— of its being com 
P 1 deſtroyed. 'Befides, aS it is not in 
vir power to:employ cold at pleaſure, the 


gueltion reſpecting its effect, of whatever 
pathologiſt, is 
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ſany9 : 

That noxious vapour are hurtful only 
when concentrated. and are harmleſs when 
diffuſed, are facts or data univerſally ad- 
mitted ;-and- it is upon this principle, that 
clothes, bedding, or other matters to which 
contagion adheres, are purified, or loſe their 
deleterious quality, by expoſure for a ſfuf- 
ficient length of time to the open-air, or to 
a current of water ; but, as the time requi- 
tain, and as contagious clothes, goods, &c. 
neceſſity of haying recourſe to thoſe more 

_ expeditious means of purification which = 
nen nent 


2 Lin hes very julthy marked, that no vemd- 
ation or admiſfios of air inte prifans or hoſpitals, can 
remove or deftray' contagion when once-it is preſent. 
The fame mar de f, water. But though neither 
contagion, both may be uſefully employed in dlunting 
EE 
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long eſtabliſhed; but as it affects, even 


in {mall quantity, the. refpiration of ani - 
mals, inducing luffocation and death, it 


er oply.- be. employed © for fumigating 
clothes, furniture, or empty- apartments. 
When burnt with charcoal, in the common | 
way, we obtain not only the ſulphureous 
acid, but alſo the carbonic, or fixed air, 
fit for reſpiration ; circumſtance hardly 
deſerving attention where the ſulphur us 
burnt in a fumigating room, or a place ſet 
| apart Expreſsly for the purpoſe of ſumiga- 
tion, but which is of great importance 
when ſulphur is burnt between the decks 
of ſhips, or in hoſpital or priſon wards, 
where men arc ſoon afterwards to be lodged. 
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the nitrous acid in deſtroying contagion, and 
being ſenfibleiof the diſadvantage of iumi- 

ing hoſpital vr ptiſom warde by bart; 
ſulphur with charcoal, as was commonly 
of ſulphur, at Wincheſter; never doubt 


nitre, a portion of nitrous acid, as well as 
the nĩtrous air or:'oxypene ;/ but 2 farther 
nitre never-produced_ any nitrous acid. - At 
is therefore evident, that deflagrating 
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_ 1s Fabſerves in Dr. Ruth's publication on 
fagratng or burning nite « means of 
deftroying contagion. 
e no nĩ- 
tous acid obtained by burning or defia- 
rating pure nitre, we cannot expect to 
procure any from burning ' gunpowder v, 
either wet or dry +. The charcoal in the 
Compoſition poſſibly yields a ſmall quan- 
tit of carbonic} acid, whilſt. the ſulphus. 
uniting chiefly with the alkaline. baſis f 
the nitre, forms a hepar ſulphuris, as; the 
water 1 in W ani 2 gun Cy 
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Half of fulphur. END 
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tainted air, I eſteem that of gungowdzr, This Lof- 
uſe, as being quite inoffenſive to the longs, Kc. 
"oY Fevers and TaſeQions, 5. 51. 
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and as the ſulphur in this is the predominant 
article, it will perhaps furniſh forne fal- 
- Phureous acid, though I ſhould apprehend 
— Preſtpagg rr caddy in 
| © Barning tar f. — The * wr" W 
natural enough to failors, who may be fup- 
pPoſed partial to what they are conſtantiy 
accuſtomed ; but, if we examine the ſubject 
with attention, it is evident that the vapour 
«riſing from tar, whether burnt or boiled, 
muſt be a weak agent againſt contagion. 
The empyreumatic oil can be of no ſervict 


but by oppoſing one diſagreeable ſmell to 


. eee e, at beſt a 


nitre, and as mach charcoal. | EE 
3 Via. Calls 35 ths WA td Howes. 258 
© By ſmoaking this ſhip (Revenge) well with the 
Wavy <P wi; the a bet hp. Yd, Link 
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A 
weak- ons compared with the mineral acide, 
is in great meaſure deſtroyed by burning, 
and s ſo diffuſed in the vapour bf bailing 
tary as to prevent entirely any effect which 
EE 
ou * produce. 

Burig tobacco,—There is an antient 

prejudice reſpecting the anti 
Jeu. of tobacco, founded. I believe, on 
a traditior which is entirely void of truth, 
that the plague never entered a tobacco 
ſhop. Dr. Lind however ſeems to have 
bad, « high opinion of it e. but upon 
what this, was founded I cannot pretend 
| to day... a8 the ſindak of tobacco, © 
far. as 1 can perceiye, has no advantage 
cee Fee cen he roma ths dl 

will moſt effeQually be extinguiſhed by their removal 
to another priſon, and, after thoroughly cleaning the 
infected one, to fumigate with the ſmoak of tobacco, &c. 
Vide Dr. Lind's Health of Seamen, p. 337.—Dr. Lind 
had ſo high an opinion of the power of tobacco, that 
be adviſ ders up ll the damaged en 
att aan 
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curate obſervers as himſelf; I ſhall not 


3 bande ed ea 


dee was mckinec by Dr. Lind, one of the | 


moſt powerful means of deſtroying conta- 
gion, and he gives ſeveral examples where 
it was ſucceſsfully employed. I might per- 
haps remark that ſome of theſe examples 
he had from perſons who were not ſuch ac- 


however call them in queſtion, as I think 
the advantage ſuppoſed to be immediately 
derived from the finoak of wood, may fairly 
be aſcribed to other cauſes. In the firſt 


place, the ſmoak of wood confiſtsÞrinci- 


| Pally of ſoot, or of inflammable matter un- 


* A judicious application of fire and fmoak, is 
true means appropriated for the deſtruction and utter 


extinQtion of the moſt malignant ſources of diſeaſe. 


Again, It hath been experimentally found, that the 
ſmoak of a wood. fire ſeryes not only to leflen the force 


or riolence of fuch poiſons, but is alſo an excellent 


W Paper 1. p. J. 
conſumed, 
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exif ee Cade 
of which can have any effect on contagion ;. 
whilſt che ligneous acid is in very ſmall 

too ſmall certainly to be of much 
 fervice. But we know, that where there is 
ſmoak there is heat, and that where there 
is much ſinoak, in places where people are 
preſent, a free admiſſion muſt be given to 
the, Air 5. two circumſtances which have 


_ Boiling e r * has, = a 
U 
to conflagion, though I believe it to be 
one of the moſt trifing means that bag 
ever yet, been cmployed. N 


— when buraing, a moſt 
3grecable ſcent to the chatnbers of the fick, and fo is 
at leaſt an elegant preſervative, and may prevent 
ſmells from taking effect. The ſteam of boiling cam- 
phorated vinegar-is'{till more powerful. for this gur- 
pole. Vide Lind on Fevers ü g. ; 
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for deſtroying contagion, and more eſpe» 
tially; the incfficacy-of the methods. - 
ployed in places and ſituations from which 
People cpuld not be removed; I ſhall now 
'proceed to a more agreeable taſu, and = 
plain; thoſe improvements, which a more 
accurate chemiſtry, and a long attention to 
_ 'a view to aſcertain the efficacy of the ni- 
trous acid, and the fafety with which it 
gap hes pus —_— 
Preſent. 

9 'The inineral acids 3 
a ſtatę of vapour, with the different gaſes 
or permanently elaftic fluĩds produced by 
them, are probably, excepting: fire, the 
moſt powerful agents in nature, and tbe 
Tource of an inſinie number of the diffe- 
rent forins of matter obſervable in the 
mineral kingdom, arid which ate conſtantly 
undergoing freſh changes, from their vari- 
ous combinations, and decompaſitions. But 
HERE not confined to the mineral 
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kingdom ; iy gut Saws 26 e 
fluence likewiſe - over putrefaction, and 
thoſe other ſpontaneous changes which 
vegetuble and animal matter, deprived of 
Life, undergoes 3” and therefore, if the jail 
contagion, as I have endeavoured to prove, 


cannot be 2 doubt that the mineral acids 
will prove effectual in deſtroying it. 8B fir 
-we may reaſon 4 priori; but let us next 
:conſult- experience, 4 leſs fallible guide. 
From this it appears, that the volatile vi- 
triolic or ſulphureous acid, the only one 
hitherto made uſe: of, proves effectual in 
-deftroying contagion; although, owing to 
Its <deleterious quality, it cannot be em- 


-ployed, except in ſituatĩons from which - 
People can be removed. But, are the other 


aca dads. in''s. ſtate; af vapour equally 


gion ? To the firſt of theſe queſtions I can 


give a poſitive anfwer ; to the ſecond I can 
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if a vapovr produced by putrefaCtion, there 
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In — elite, I can ſafely affirm, that 


| the nitrous acid may be employed in very 
great quantity without riſk, and even with- 
out the ſmalleſt inconvenience ; and, that 
it is effectual for the deſtroying of conta- 
gion, I have every reaſon to believe, not 
only from analogy, but from experience. 
F 


EN fick, without 
_ perceiving any unpleaſant effect from. it ; 
but, to. aſcertain with more preciſion 3 
| fact of this importance, I made the fol- 
lowing experiments; in the conduQting of 
which, Mr. Hume of Long-acre, 2 very 
| ingenious man, and an excellent chemiſt, 
—— Es EY 
 afhfſtance, . 

We pet eoule, culfiactine =im adi 
under a glaſs cylindrical jar, capable of hold- 
ing about 25 pints beer meaſure, or 881 cu · 
bie inches; the jar was inverted upon wet 
W 
r . oy 


= it was then. dure wit ch foes of 
e a crooked. 5985 — until the 
animal could not be very diſtinctiy per- 
3 monuſe-was kept ee fin» 
was removed, andchbiunicin]expaſdto 
the open air; it immediately; ranabout/the 
vue trap, as uſüal, and had not tha ap- 
ptarmee of having ſuffered the {lighteſt 
inconvenience from ãtt confinement. 1 Aﬀet 
the mouſe e put 
tach from nitre by the vitriokic acid · It 
une much abbur the” fambi time a8 
before, and when the jar nene. 
5 zug a 
2 lame experinicnts with 
. rAPeiplacedpnon'4/ 
table covered with Breen baize, a brown 
eertken ay 1 or pany” containing gd, 
ö : 5 


OE, #5] 
hands jo this was' ppt a glaſs faucet, With 
about ke an ounce of dens cen 
aid; above which we placed the bud- 
wood laid acroſs the pan; then, adding a 
drach or two of nitre, in powder, to the 
win wie acid, we covered the whole with 
quand, that, in den Lite rims, te 
kept . % ns this 15 
E the, cloud 1 d 


e 3 
to, ſuffer ay, uncafincſs, - from. the atmo 
Sher in _ whack it was confined. ' "We 
heated eric acid; As IIA. 
ment. the: bird appeared 10 be, now 40d 
then, ſomewhat uncaly, and opened its 
bill; but, at the end of ſiſteen min 


upon 


1 18 1 


| the Jar, it 3 nr 
row. N We then expoſed 1 the 


bird to the fqmes of ſulphur, burat with 


_ eighth part of nitre ; it ied Fe Bal 
fi of uneafinels, open 

. to pant for breath in duch a 
AA that. we Were afraid to cover it 
"5 the all jar. We likewiſe Fe 
e of the oxygens 0 

* ; for, as this is ſa extremely £ 
oy” © did nas thank ® aſe to expoſe, our- 
i its the. vapour of it ina room, nor did 
8 2 to expoſe the bird. to ĩt in any 
2 in the open . 
there it appeared; to ſuffer ; yery 00 


. eee eee. 
— — nl 
; Chaptal, two French chemiſts, for the purpoſ 
Pee I am informed that it has alſo been lately 


uſed in France to deſtroy contagion, but the particular 
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t 
upon animals, we determined to render the 
experiment ftill more concluſive, by trying 
hat effect they would have on ourſelves. 
With this intention, we filled the room ® 
in which we were with the fiimes of ni- 
trous acid, (obtained by mixing nitre with 
heated vitriolic acid, in the manner already 
deſcribed) until the different objects became 
ſomewhat obſcure, by a kind of fog or miſt 
loſt their poliſh, and the vapour arifing from 
a bottle of aqua ammoniz purz, placed at 
ſome diftance from the table, was evidently 
neutralized, as it wh PG 
the vapour of the nitrous acid. Dn 

Mr. Rae eee 
. — 


inconvenĩence; the furnes did not excite 
e IR n 


r Rs anedea 


vas a ſmall parlour 13 feet by 5.90, OW 
_ about Togo cubic feet. 


if 


the 


L 


WO I held my head over the ages 
and breathed them immediately! ariſing 
from it. We made trial Hkewifg of: the 
effect of the marine. acid, which we found 
more. pungent and ſtimulating than the ni- 
crous ; but, though ãt. excited coughing, it 
dd not cauſe that conſtriction of the wind- 
pipe, and tightnaſs at the chöſt, with the 


«ſenſe of-ſaffocation, which & immediately 


cinducediby. the dolatile vitriolic ot ſulphice- 


zoùs acid. Indeęd we were imprudentenough 


do try how fac l could breathe this laſt, 
but I was inſtantly obliged to run to the 
window for air, fram the ſenſe of conſtric- 


don; and! of ſuffucation, which it occa- 
_ Tfioned. We. likewiſe tried: the, effect of the 
mixed fumes of the marine and nitrous 


acid; a kind of volatile aqua. regia, Which 


we found more pungent than the marine 
| acid by itſelf. As for the oxygenated ma- 


* Tine acid, perceiving the effect of it on the 
_ bud, and knowing how extremely dan- 
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different acid vapours, in reſpest to the 
at with which they may be 
Fe Aha explored » 
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. mono ps. 4 


baer ae 4 8 — is Ms 
_ or when the nitrous. acid is 


.  _.. mixed with nitrous gas. 
3- Ditto—of marine acid, 6 
common ſalt, decom pok * 22 
_ olie a0. 


35 from the — - of 
altre and common ſalt by 
e vitrioic 
4. Bie ooh ſulphur, burnt with an cigh * 
| 18/45. part of nitre. Fr 
S8. 'Ditto—of fulphor, burnt, with . 
2 coal. 7 

a : - Ditto 


2 On a honed 
it is evidently the moſt proper to be em- 
ployed in all fituations where people are ne- 
ceſſarily preſent; and if it ſhould prove 
efficacious in deſtroying contagion, of which 
I have not the ſmalleſt doubt, it is the 
d&:fderatum , fo much ſought after by Dr. 
Lind; but which he confefles, with his 
uſual candour, be never could find out. | 


'* The onygracied aunine acid is ohiained, by GAL. 
ing marine acid from manganeſe, but may alſo be 
procured in ſmall quantity, by putting manganeſe to 
heated marine acid, or by gradually adding a mixture 
of manganeſe and ſea- ſalt to heated vitriolic acid. 
: 1 A certain method therefore of deſtroying infection 
2 d:fideratum not yet obtained in phyſic. I have pro- 
poſed and tried many things for this purpoſe without 
ſucceſs. / B wn tn Je | 
—__ — WR. TO 


Tm) 
The cond, though more pungent than 
the Bft. may I believe be employed with 
the greateſt ſafety ; at leaſt, I have never 
| obſerved any inconvenience from uſing it. 
But, as it cannot ſo caſily be procured in 
confiderable quantity, and is attended with 
greater inconvenience and expence, I have 
ef. ate: years only made uſe of the firſt. 
Our experiments likewiſe warrant us to 
ales. that the third, or marine acid, 
| though more ſtimulating, and more apt to 
excite coughing, than the nitrous, may be 
fafely, uſed, at leaſt in a moderate quantity, 
where people are preſent ; and where nitre 
cannot be had, Derr 
in employing it. | 
; GE Greth Foun fey bat Was als 5 
that, in breathing it, I perceived it more 
pungent than the pure marine acid ; and 
therefore, unleſs it ſhould be found to poſ- 
{els ſuperior efficacy in deſtroying con- 
tagion, eee 
| r | 


As 


c 192 1 

d che fifth vever can he uſed with ace 
where there are people preſent, its uſe muſt 
— ſolely confined to fymigating. empty 
4 The fixth ſhould never be employed, as 
the, carbonic Hl =0Me hanmnand vere 
hy Bf Tag al oy gan 

- Of the ſeventh I haye 0 358 


tecious, and I believe extremely powerful 5 
hut whether it bas more effect on conta- 


Haring now fully CE Ls ab 
po eee 
obtained in the manner already deſcribed, 
may be employed with perfect ſafety in 


hoſpital and priſon wards, whillt the people 
in them, I ſhall, in the next place, 


"jon lr opens goes bee ; 
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1 
I do not find that any perſon has ever 
made uſe of the nitrous acid to deftroy 


contagion but myſelf ; for, as this acid is 
not produced by the deflagration of nitre, 
or of gunpowder, the employment of theſe 
cannot be conſidered as an inftance to the 
contrary. I formerly mentioned, that I had 
employed the nitrous acid in two different 
forms; either the vapour arifing from the 
yellow ar ſmoaking nitrous acid, which is 
2 mixture of the acid with nitrous gas, or 
the more pure nitrous acid, detached from 
In one or other of thoſe forms I have 
uſed it, both in hoſpitals and in private 
practice, for ſixteen or ſeventeen years paſt ; 
and have had the ſatisfaction to obtain 
the moſt deciſive evidence of its happy 
effect, in preventing the ſpreading, or far- 
ther communication, of contagion. 

occur in our hoſpitals, do not affect the 


L 294 ] 
pitients in pedal Lodge in tHe ens tine, 
but only the nurſes, or thoſe patients who 
fiſt them, or thoſe who Be in the beds 
nen ee weck; e 


municated, and have alſo n 
vented the farther ſpreading of the diſenaſe, 
R pet affected by 
the contagion. And, in private practice, 
I can declare with truth, that - where the 
- nitrous acid has been conſtantly: uſedb as a 
m, I have not known an- inſtange 
bf 4 contagious fever having been cemmu- 
Bieated, even to = nurſe or an attendant. i 
Theſte fact will; undoubtedly; be allowed 
to be very Mong evidence, with reſpect to 
the power of the nitrous acid to deſtroy con- 
region; + Nil, however, they are liable to 
ſome „ and I wilt freely confeſs, 
that the ee acid, for this 
eee endet be d ue be fully proved. 


Aan So : - . bs until 
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until ix has been tried in fumigating tainted 


pound ſufficient to deſtroy contagion on 
where it exiſts in a much higher degree 
than I have had occafion to fee — 
ing at Wincheſter. - | 
It will probably be aſked; * 1 did _ 
make a complete trial of it there? To 
this I anfwer; that with reſpe& to fumi- 
_ gating infected clothes, bedding, &c. I did 
dan occafion' of ſo much importance, to 
make trial of an uncertain remedy, when 
a certain one was in my power. As to 
fumigating the priſon and hoſpital wards; 
it was evidently my intention to have em- 
E oyed the nitrous acid, but I was miſtaken 

the means I took to -procure it, and 


*. not fince had a proper opportunity 


N EN I | | 
be effect of the marine acid, in a ſtate of 


"vapour on contagion, I have not yet had 
1:5 © 0 2 occahon 


SN. 
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occaſion to try, bot hhve4s: Aae Ae it 
will be found of ſufficient efficacy for de- 
ſtroying it ; and, from the foregoing experi- 
ments, ĩt ĩs evident that, though not ſo mild 
or ſaſe as the nitrous acid, it may be uſed, i in 
a moderate quantity, even where people are 
preſent. Zenn wrreatdia 
applicd it, has been, when 
to waſh the hammock poſts, bedlleade, 
and furniture; alſo the floors, and' walls, 
| of the apartments of the fick ? and I am 
perſuaded that, even in this way, it u 
extremely ſerviceable, certainly more power 
ſul than the moſt concentrated vinegar.) 
I I ſhall now conclude this ſubject with 
a few practical rubes or obſervations, which 
may be looked upbn as corollaries, or in- 
ductions, from the precedin ding experiments. 
8 * The waſhing the hammock ſts, walls cnt dos 
ef the prifon wards with the diluted marine acid, and 
the removal of all clothes, bedding, &c.” proved com- 
pletely effeQual for deſtroying the contagion at Win- 


s Cheſter; as it is now apparent, that the burning or 


_deflagrating of nitre could contribute nothing to the 
ſucceſs. ; 


„„ 
© The well known efficacy. of the ful« 
r 
ſufficient reaſon for our continuing to uſe. 
n 

The nitrous acid, being attended with 

no ziſk. or inconvenience to the reſpira- 
tian, and appearing, from our experience, 
of. ſufſidient efficacy to prevent the farther = 
ſpteading of contagion, ſeems the proper 
antidote, to be applied, in all fituations 
where: perſons are neceſſarily preſent, and 
is, in ſhoft, Wm 
the benevolent Dr. Ling 
S Tor purifying empty: hoſpital er priſon 
_ wards, and. ſhips, L ſhould alſo prefer the 
nitrous”. acid to the -falphereous ; as I 
believe it to be equally efficacious ; its 
vapour is more volatile and penetrating ; 
and it does not leave the diſagreeable ſmell 
which ſulphur does. But, for this parti- 
cular object, I think it would be adviſcable 
to make trial alſo of the marine acid, and 
of the mixture of nitrous and tarts oth, 
F I as 


f 1s 
as. am convinced of the efficacy of allithe 


mineral acids for deſtroying contagion; and 
——— is not pink Hh: 


or common. falt; by means of heated vi- 


deep ſaucer; warm this over . lamp or 
in heated fand. adding-to it from time to 
veſſels ſhould be placed at twenty or thirty 
feet diſtance from eagh ather, according 


dn . d or eee 


? * As the quantity of vapour depends, in ſome mez- 
fore, on the furface, I think it better to have the vi- 


triolic acid put in a number of ſmall veſſels, than in 


pdrantage of being diffuſed more readily in any yen 


e 


T4651; 


diebe acid, which maꝝ be done as follows: 
a crucible, - —— | 


ane or two large ones; beſides, in this way, it has the 
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abe In hoſpitals, er priſons 
the lamps, or veſſels containing heated. 
tand. may be placed on the floor; on board 
of iſhips; it will be better to hang them to 
the cieling by wared filk cords. The 
faripating lamps, which I have ſeen at 
Moeyſer's, in Greek; ſtreet, -Sabo, a great 

number of Which I was told have been 
parpble; although they would anſwer much 
better! if the faucer was deeper, and il. 
uten oft place fora lamp. there was 2 
dr proper © 'for containing hot . in 
Which che ſaucer might be placed. 
S ſumigating with nitrous acid is at · 
temsd wich no inconvenience, and as 

te proceſs is 16 fimple, and the matcrials 
ſo cheap, it ſhould, as a means of preven- 
tion, be employed for ſome hours every 
day in tranſports having troops on board, 
and in crouded hoſpitals;· and, if there is 
any appearance of contagion, the fumiga- 
You ſhould be executed with more care 
= WS ang 
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— and the rapenr confioed- for 
ſeveral hours at a time. Fumigating veſ- 
ſels, or lamps, ſhould alſo be placed conti- 
gugus. to the hammocks, or beds, of per- 
ſons affefted with n ee ee 
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SINCE writing the above 1 have had 
and, as 1 imagine, the lateſt improverhents; 


denne of deſtroying it. It is" intitle} 
. 
% dans let Hopitaux ' militaires de i . 
e pubque, fait an Cage d Santi 
<«.-5- Fenteſe, I A ad de' i N= 
 6:francaiſe une et ui,. on 
ernie grun, e 
ioto- three parts. The firſt relates ſolely 
to the means of cleanlineſs ; the ſecond to 
what are called the mechanical means ; and 
the third to the chemical. The two firſt 
medical ſcience, and particularly ſo to me, 
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| N it furnithes a proof of the accuracy of 


ſome of the preceding I 


chemiſt Le — 
= know by the name of Monf. 
de Morveau, of Dijon, have latelymade 
dad ef the marine acid in · their haſpi- 


t 40d have found it equally egen! 


acl, mor made ar wal of in ee on 
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| cpatagion ; neither do they appeat to haver 
ſuſpected that the power of deſtroying 
contagion - was 2 quality inherent in all 
mineral acids; and probably, , to a. certain 
degree, in all acids, under certain ciccmn- 
ſtances. Although their oxpezicnge of the 
alſſtct of the matinę acid, tagethet un 
my ohſervations on that af the pitroauge 
xp 10 die pee W 
| of ſcepticiſm ĩtſelif- hir 3:31 ecard 
Their method of obtaining = marigs 
acid is the fame that Ligak.to procure the 
nitrous 3 they either employed the jjhurning 
marine acid, or the acid detached from ita 
Alkaline baſig, by vitrialic acid; uſing a conn 
Hderable degree. af hæat for that purpole%, 
They likewiſe, upon; ther ſuggeſtion . of 
M. Fourcroꝝꝶ, recommend adding 2 ſmall 
quantity of the exygepated marine acid, 
but, as they do not pretend to fay that they 
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efficacy of this, and as the common ma- 
tine acid has been found to anſwer the 


— notfec any reaſon' for making 


BST a2 ———— — 
Bere, that this desc i more the reſult of 
chemical theory chan of practical - obſerva- 
ton; fer T de not ſuppoſe that carbonic 
acid is: — — 
amittance „] in ſuſſicient 
prove hurtful; at leaſt; — fn 
„ SOEING ng 4s comer 
3 
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have fallen into a 8 1 
W e in — the quantity of 
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carbonic acid preſent *, in an Ae 26 
= teſt of the quantity or malignity of con 
taßion, when, in reality, they are two 
things" totally diſtin& from each others 
mme 
whichi Wr. by the rei A 
tion of animals, and by burning candles 
lamps, &. and, when in too great quan- 
tity, cxtinguiſhes flame, and animal life : the 
other has no relation with the compoſition of 


the atmoſphere, never affects reſpiration, but 
is produced by putridity, and excites fever: "i 


The method propoſed by the French ED 


for aſcettaining the quantity of carbonic acid preſent, 
is ſimple and ingenious. Take two phials ; let dne 
be, filled with common water, the other with: line: 
water. At the place where you want to ary, the 
purity of the air, empty the phial of common Water, 
then, filling it half full with Vme-warer, and working 


it,, ſhake the phial tor ſome time: the quantity-of fedis 


ment fhews the proportion of carbonic acid. But] to 
render the preceding experiment conclufive, the height, 
from the ground at Which the air is taken ſhquld be 
dal. otherwiſe we are Hobbs leery: elt 
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* employes avec an fuce?s que br te Wk 
* Pour operer cette depuration, ous citerons le 


«© proced? que Guiton, (Monf. de Morveau) 
res reprgẽ ht du peuple, a mi en "uſage 
. en 1773, dans Ia ci-devant cathedrak de 
Dion, infettte” par des exhumations, 
port qu on fut obhge de Pabandonner. 
«© Ce nes confifte 2 repandre dans La- 
**©" moſpbere, de I acide muriatique (acide ma- 
<< 7m) en etat de gaz degage par Fintermdde 


de Paride fulphuric ; (buile de vitro) voict 


bean he procede pour 3 wa wad 1 4 
be CW bts. 
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* ale ume. * 
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© Pane tes cheudiore os e i fer. 
* demi remplie de cendre tamiſte fur 
<\ aquelle on Pojera une capſule 4 verre 
« de" grer, os de fayance meme, charger de 
% neuf onces de muriate de foude, {ſel marin, 
5 legtrement' humette avec une demmonce au 
lis d ear commune.” Le fen ctant allums 
% capfule. echauffie, on verſeru fur le 
Kl marin quatre_ once d acide fulfurique, 
der bile. de_vitrial de commerce. Ez wn 
£ inftant. J acide fulfurique agira fur le fel 
marin, dent I acide ſe mettra en ,L 
** foperateur, qui ſera le pharmacier en chef, 
eu un de ſes aides, verſe dans le manuel des 
s operations chimiquer, ſe retirera, en fermant 
<< la parte fur lui, et emportant la cleff ĩ d 
2» beures apres un entrera dans la falle, ar 
« ouurira portes et fenetres, pour tablur des 
"as courans d air, et &vacuer celui qui pourrait 
etre encore charge d acide. On dme 
2 900th pron ee ee. 
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clit en T appliquant au falles mime rem- 
*< plies de malades, toutes les fois que tes 
= firs de fant be jugeront neceſſaire. 


Auf lorſqu'on aura reconnu que Fair q une 


* falls off furchargs de miaſmes animaux, 
et @ beſoin de cet excellent purificateur, 
il fuffira de faire le tiers du melange ci 
4 dies. ate ear ati fs a 
N & dans tout les 


4 pants, E rechaud à la mam, au moment 


« ou te gaz ſe met en expanſion.  — 
Laie lo falle ſera jugte ſufoſumment 
« « remph de gaz. acide muriatique, on tranſ- 
terre T appareil dans les latrines,” afin 
gue; les dernieres portions gazeuſes gue. te 
i melange pourra continuer de fournir ſervent 
4 neutralizer les gaz ammoniacaux pu- 
« trides, qui ſe n contiuueilement 
b gau. 
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AS: you il 
S us with your aſſiſtance to the fick 
Spaniſh priſoners at Wincheſter, we trouble 
you with the encloſed letter to our agent 


and ſurgeon, to give yoa'every information 


reſpecting the directions they are under for 
the treatment of the priſoners in health, 
as well as the fick; and they are directed 
to pay a due attention to whatſoever you 
nnn 


| „ Theſe letters were thought neceſſary to explain 
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don of the hoſpital. And if you judge 
that any alteration in the dict or mode of 


S 
x favour us ith Jour ſenti pts upon. that 
EE 1 ſubject; e 

us what at any time you r 
F and 
hope we ſhall ſhortly have 2 
eee Horm 9 
with the happicſt ſucceſs. 
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your. fivour of the 4th. We were very 
glad to learn that the aſſiſtance of Mr. 
Curtis. the Spaniſh prieſt, whoſe influence 
over the priſoners we had reaſon to believe 
TTC 
cùred. 13 

3 ' We fall ive braten, to the agent for 
— and bedding; — 
their being well fumigated, labelled and 


put in ſtore, and ſhall apply to Mr. Gan- 


 daſequi, the Spaniſh agent, to have them 
ſupplied with new ones 3 and freſh ham - 


and we ſhall write to Mr. Lulman, to 
make the neceſſary application to the mi- 
litary to aſſiſt in the carrying theſe direc- 
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mocks, &c. will be ordered out of ſtore ; 


- the point. 


„ 
notwithſtanding what may have heen utged 
and explained to them by Mr. Curtis, con- 
ee to n 2 uſed for their 

Afety. | xD en 


of our beard, who — went; to Win- 
cheſter, to learn that the warde of the 
hoſpital were ſo crouded. As tlie neceſ- 
firy Uf enlarging it was ſo Gbwäsüs, und 
the doing it fo eaſy, we wrote; by the poſt 
of the very day they 1 
und ſurgebm, to employ! 


: dert them other Proper een 
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We halt Mee rain arts th 
the priſoners being inſpected ĩn the-priſon- 
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"+ We" were happy te be informied, chat 
the wards of the priſdn and hoſpital were 
ſound clean, and make no doubt the diſ 
ferent nuiſances comphiined of, arifing free 
drains and -ſoil-pits, will be ſpeedily re- 
moyed ; and it is with great ſatisfaRtion 
wa flatter ourſalves, that the various means 
Propoſed to be uſed under your direction, 
. infeftiop, will, Joon. prove 


ecm. 
We beg to know your opinion, together 


preſent view of things, the project of en- 
camping the well priſoners, to which it 
had appeared to yourſelf, as well as to us, 
that. it might be neceſſary to have recourſe, 


ing the Magdalen houſe as an hoſpital very 


propetiy is, for the reaſons which have 


been explained to us. 
We ſhall give directions for 8 
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n dive. Lulman's, whether, upon the 
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great end of reſtoring health ta the pri- 


ing deßred us to permit trial to be made of 
af oil and tar, tobe uſed in 
— — 2s alſo an acid 


water drawn from tar to be uſed in 
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the floors of the apartments, we conſented 
to his ſending ſamples, adddreſſed to Mr. 


Smithy our agent; and we ſhall be much 
obliged by your favouring us with your 
opinion, whether any beneficial effects may 
reaſonably be hoped for, from the uſe of 
it; and, in that caſe, we would order a 
prqper ty to be forwarded, without 
the Jeaſt Joſs of time. *. 
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reſpecting your ſtate of health. i) 7 
We troubled you for your opinion re- 


fpecting the oil And aid water of tar, be- 


cauſe it had been mentioned to us, in a 
manner that ſeemed to juſtify a trial of it; 


but we are now confirmed in the opinion 
we before had of it, and that much more 


is to be r mare the other means 
thavure dg. 

It is extremly b 20 us to learn, 
that ypur endeavours at Wincheſter are not 
ſeconded by every attention in our officers ; 
and we haye wrote to Mr. Lulman, tq 


enquire who is particularly culpable, in 


falfering dirty rally and beds to EE 
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into the new fick warde, that the naties 
cury 


We are very glad to obſerve you 
have hopes of a ſenfible alteration ſhortiy 
for the better, among the 1priſoncrs at 
Wincheſter, and fincerely wiſh it may an- 
erer 'the' ehdeavorirs Tu puma wy 
Lulman. Wear,” U er 
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recovered from the diſagrecable fituation in 
which you left Wincheſter ; in the know- 
kedge of which; hone of your friends will 


more heartily rejoice, 8 | 
On the evening of the day you left me, 


+ I reqrive&:6lettte from the Board, requeſt- 


ing me to ſtay till the hoſpital alterations 
were entirely exccuted:- o Tueſday every 
thing: will be finiſhed, anf on Wedneſday 
morning ſhall leave Wincheſter, I ſhall, 
with great pleaſure, take the earlieſt op- 
portanity of waiting npon you. The 
number of deaths laſt week, are reduced 
0 twelve. ; and the good ſucceſs attending 
the . * have ordered, — 
> SW 8 2 every 
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50 doubt, end both 10 ben crit and 


fatisfaction. 
I hope you have found Mrs. Smyth well x 


to whom, I beg you will preſent my beſt 


en. 
Encloſed I have ſent a letter, which 


eee Friday. Lam, 
5 Dax SIR, 
© Wit the n . 
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ebe Report made fron the Contmitter, ap 

' pointed 15" enquire” into' abe State of the 

ee of "the" Prefoners, confined" ax the 
| King's Houſe, at — ad a A + 
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that the diſorder which has reig a th 
Priſon at. Wincheſter originated with the 
Spaniſh priſoners, and was the conſequence 
2 
i hoard of inp th vs kn, en 

in great meaſure by u U * 
Want of cleanlineſs. 
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pefilence ; the contagion having never 
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of: the hoſpitala who were, ſciaed with it. 
_ were brought. er aer and. ted. 


there... 1 S398 mic pz A ow! 


ech, Wart 28% Ag wave. NN 
That it appears to this Committee, - 
that the diforder is not only greatly e- 
creaſed; but from the wiſt and 
regulations that have beenitakes,rbids ut 
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That. it. 5s e this Cam; 
and wounded have. exerted themlelyes 0 


the utmoſt, and been highly meritori 
in taking every meaſure that could 2 
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That it u the opinion gde c 
nilttee; that by the riff and ability d 
and the meaſures purſued by, Doctor fares 
Carmichael Smyth, phyſician af the) M. 
diciex. menen 
lence of the diſtemper reigning among 
the priſoners there was firſt checked, and 
| bag been ih; a ſtate of deereaſe ever fince ; 
number of the fick in the hoſpital ber 
in reduced upwards of one hundred, auft 
the burials in the two laſt weeks having 
amounted only to five in cach. 
The faid Reſolutions being read a ſecond 
S e 


.. Reſolved, nemine contradicente, 
Tit an bende addents ba prelfumadben't 
His Majeſty, that He will be graciouſly 
pleaſed to take the merits of the ſaid 
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es ckly progreſſi ve State of the Sickneſs and 
Mortality among theS Priſonera, con- 
fined in the King's Houſe, at Wincheſter, 
from the firſt Appearance of the Jail DiC- 
— 1780. 
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3 the Houſe of Commons; | 


their addreſs to His Majeſty in his favour ; 
he, entertams likewiſe the moſt [grateful | 


ſenſe of the countenance your Lordſhip 
was ſo kind as to give it in the Houſe, and 
is thereby encouraged to hope that you will 
have the geod! to ſupport” it, by your 
favourable rechmmendation to the King. 
To cnable your Lordſhip to do this with 
the greater propriety and force,, your me- 
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ſtanding the advice, and for ſome time the 


attendance, of two phyſicians of eminence, 
- had ariſen to an alarming height. | 51s 
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ro ham by that Board, without ſtipulating 
| for any pecuniary gratification; and he can 
with truth affirm, that no PECURIATY te- 
ward could have induced him, at that time, 
to have left his family, and quitted his 
' buſineſs, to engage in ſo hazardous an en- 


danger and difficulty attending it: be knew 
that others, who had been applied to, had 
declined. it from conkfiderations of private 
_ Intereſt, : or of perſonal danger; he knew 
that he was to riſk not only his profeſſional 
character, but his life, in the attempt,"as 
moſt of the officers and ſervants belonging 
| to the hoſpital, and priſon, had fallen vic- 
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| But theſe, my Lord, are only the fuſfer- 
- ings of an individual, which are com- 


monly forgotten as ſoon as the purpoſe is 
ſerved ; your memorialiſt, however, is not 
afraid of this being the caſe in the preſent 
 - Inſtance; his endeavours to ſerve his coun- 
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16. Hauffus peruvianus.. 
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